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Publix 

flunks 



By MARK ALBRIGHT, 

© 2010 St. Petersburg Times 

Most of the nation’s big gro¬ 
cers improved to passing 
grades in Greenpeace’s an¬ 
nual ranking of sustainable 
seafood practices, but Publix 
and Winn-Dixie flunked for 
the fifth straight year. 

“We’ve made a lot of prog¬ 
ress, but have a long way to 
go,” said Casson Trenor, sea¬ 
food campaign manager for 
the save-the-oceans group. 
“What’s changed is we 
reached widespread acknowl¬ 
edgement of the problems and 
need for solutions.” 

Ratings are based on educa¬ 
tional labeling, acceptable 
harvesting techniques for wild 
caught products and healthy 
practices for farm-raised sea¬ 
food. 

They are also graded on how 
many of 22 “red list” species 
overfished to the threshold of 
extinction are stocked by each 
chain. 

Since the campaign began, 
many chains stopped carrying 
monkfish, orange roughy and 
Chilean sea bass. But even 
most chains awarded passing 
grades sell 15 of the 22 red list 
species including grouper and 
snapper. 

This year Safeway surged to 
the top, followed by Target. 
Whole Foods, Aldi, Sweet- 
bay Supermarket, Costco 
and Walmart all got passing 
grades among the top 13.Q 



Obama unveils debt relief plan 


By MARK LANDLER 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - President Barack Obama 
made the case Wednesday for slowing the rapid 
growth of the national debt while retaining core 
Democratic values, proposing a mix of long¬ 
term spending cuts, tax increases and changes 
to social welfare programs as his opening posi¬ 
tion in a partisan budget battle over the nation’s 
fiscal challenges. 

After spending months on the sidelines as Re¬ 
publicans laid out their plans, Obama jumped 
in to present an alternative and a philosophical 
rebuttal to the conservative approach that will 


reach the House floor Friday. Republican lead¬ 
ers were working Wednesday to round up votes 
for that measure and one to finance the govern¬ 
ment for the rest of the fiscal year. 

Obama said his proposal would cut federal 
budget deficits by a cumulative $4 trillion over 
12 years, compared with a deficit reduction of 
$4.4 trillion over 10 years in the Republican 
plan. But the president said he would use stark¬ 
ly different means, rejecting the fundamental 
changes to Medicare and Medicaid proposed 
by Republicans and relying in part on tax in¬ 
creases on affluent Americans. 

Continued on Page B2 


Banning efforts tn 
reveal farm abuse 



A Human Society video show¬ 
ing conditions at farms in Iowa 
owned by two of the nation’s 
largest egg producers, in an un¬ 
dated handout photo. New leg¬ 
islation considers it a crime to 
produce, distribute or possess 
photos and video taken with¬ 
out permission at an agricul¬ 
tural facility, a practice animal 
rights groups say is invaluable 
for revealing abuses. 

(The New York Times) 
By A.G. SULZBERGER 
© 2011 New York Times 
Undercover videos showing 
grainy, sometimes shocking 
images of sick or injured live¬ 
stock have become a favorite 
tool of animal rights organi¬ 
zations to expose what they 
consider illegal or inhumane 
treatment of animals. 

Captured by animal rights ad¬ 
vocates posing as farm work¬ 
ers, such videos have prompted 
meat recalls, slaughterhouse 
closings, criminal convictions 
of employees and apologies 
from corporate executives as¬ 
suring that the offending im¬ 
ages are an aberration. 


Continued on Next Page 
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Resort easino idea dies 



By MARY KLAS 
© The New York Times 2011 

TALLAHASSEE - An attempt by Las Vegas’ largest casino 
operators to bring resort-style casinos to Florida appeared all 
but dead Wednesday as a Senate committee killed the bill, re¬ 
jecting promises that the effort could bring new jobs and rev¬ 
enue. 

“It would be an expansion of gambling that would kill our local 
industry,” said Sen. Jim Norman of Tampa, who joined two oth¬ 
er Republicans to vote against the bill in the Senate Finance and 
Tax Committee. “Our existing horse tracks would just wither 
and die.” 

That was not the promise offered by Sen. Oscar Braynon, the 
Miami Democrat who sponsored the bill. The proposal would 
have created five zones within the state to allow investors to op¬ 
erate one facility per region. Voters in each region would have 
to approve. 

“These resorts will bring jobs upwards of20,000 just in the first 
year,” Braynon told the committee. 

But Frank Messersmith, a lobbyist for the Florida Sheriff’s As¬ 
sociation, warned that the tradeoff of expanded gambling would 
not be worth the reward in revenue. 

Broward County officials said the measure would pit Broward 
against Miami-Dade in the race to get the bid for the casino in 
South Florida. 

And Sen. Andy Gardiner, the Senate Republican leader from 
Orlando, called it the “by far, the largest expansion of gam¬ 
bling” in state history. 

Promoters of the bill said that the 3-3 tie vote on the bill was not 
official because it took place after the meeting was scheduled 
to adjourn. 

“It’s not dead,” said Nick Iarossi, a lobbyist for the Las Vegas 
Sands, which has been promoting the legislation with hopes of 
building a resort and casino in Miami. “We will need to go back 
and regroup.” 

But Sen. Ellyn Bogdanoff of Fort Lauderdale, the chairwoman 
of the committee, said she didn’t think he had the votes. □ 




In a two picture combo President Barack Obama meets with a bipartisan group of Congressional 
leaders in the Cabinet Room of the White House in Washington on April 13, 2011. Obama is sched¬ 
uled to outline his approach to tackling the national debt on Wednesday, but House Speaker John 
Boehner (R-Ohio) has warned the president that raising taxes as part of the plan is a nonstarter. 
From left: House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), Boehner, Obama, Senate Majority Lead¬ 
er Harry Reid (D-Nev.), Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), Senate Majority Whip 
Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), Senate Minority Whip Jon Kyi (R-Ariz.), Treasury Secretary Timothy Geith¬ 
ner, Vice President Joe Biden, White House Chief of Staff Bill Daley and National Economic Council 


Director Gene Sperling. 


OBAMA 

Continued from Front Page 

The president framed his proposal as a bal¬ 
anced alternative to the Republican plan, set¬ 
ting the stage for a debate that will consume 
Washington in coming weeks, as the adminis¬ 
tration faces off with Congress over raising the 
national debt ceiling, and into next year, as the 
president runs for re-election. 

Obama named Vice President Joe Biden to lead 
the negotiations with Congress, which the ad¬ 
ministration hopes will produce the outlines of 
a deal by the end of June, although a detailed 
agreement might have to await the outcome of 
the 2012 election. Biden played a similar role 
in talks that averted a government shutdown at 
the 11th hour, over issues far less thorny than 
those on the table now. 

In a 44-minute speech to an audience at George 
Washington University that included Rep. Paul 


(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 

D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the author of the Re¬ 
publican plan, Obama was often combative 
and partisan, saying the Republican approach 
would hurt the elderly by driving up the cost of 
medical care, deprive millions of health insur¬ 
ance and starve the nation of investments in its 
future. 

“These are the kind of cuts that tells us we 
can’t afford the America that I believe in,” he 
said. ‘T believe it paints a vision of our future 
that’s deeply pessimistic. 

“There’s nothing serious about a plan that 
claims to reduce the deficit by spending a tril¬ 
lion dollars on tax cuts for millionaires and 
billionaires,” the president continued, as Ryan 
sat stone faced. “There’s nothing courageous 
about asking for sacrifice from those who can 
least afford it and don’t have any clout on Cap¬ 
itol Hill.” 

Yet Obama acknowledged that the rising medi¬ 
cal costs and the mounting debt required ac¬ 
tion. □ 


FARM ABUSE 
Continued from Front Page 

In Iowa, where agriculture is a dominant force 
both economically and politically, such under¬ 
cover investigations could soon be illegal. 

A bill before the Iowa Legislature would make 
it a crime to produce, distribute or possess pho¬ 
tos and video taken without permission at an 
agricultural facility. It would also criminalize 
lying on an application to work at an agricul¬ 
ture facility “with intent to commit an act not 
authorized by the owner.” 

Similar legislation is being considered in Flor¬ 
ida and Minnesota, part of a broader effort by 
large agricultural companies to pre-emptively 
block the kind of investigations that have left 
their operations uncomfortably - and unpre- 
dictably - open to scrutiny. Their opponents, 
including national groups that oppose industri¬ 
al farming practices, say these undercover in¬ 
vestigations have been invaluable for revealing 
problems and are a form of whistle-blowing 
that should be protected. They argue that the 
legislation, if passed, would essentially hide 
animal abuse and food safety violations. 

Wayne Pacelle, the executive director of the 
Humane Society of the United States, noted 


that secretly recorded videos released last 
year revealed unsanitary conditions inside egg 
plants in Iowa. Months later, a different Iowa 
egg producer was responsible for the largest 
egg recall in U.S. history because of salmo¬ 
nella contamination. 

“It’s because they don’t want you to see what’s 
going on that we’ve resorted to employee in¬ 
vestigations,” Pacelle said. 

Kevin Vinchattle, chief executive of the Iowa 
Poultry Association, which helped write the 
bill, suggested that those willing to lie on an 
application might go further and stage fake 
videos, destroy equipment or carry diseases 
onto farms. He could not provide any examples 
of those things occurring. 

“If they misrepresent themselves to come on 
your operation to do something that’s not in 
your best interest, they ought to be held ac¬ 
countable for that,” Vinchattle said. 

The Iowa bill was approved by a wide margin 
by the state House and was passed by the state 
Senate Agriculture Committee. It stalled after 
the attorney general’s office raised concerns 
that prohibiting the possession and distribu¬ 
tion of images - a measure intended to prevent 
animal rights groups from using them for fund¬ 
raising - infringed on free speech. Supporters 
are working on compromise language.□ 
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In Massachusetts 

Obama-related church fire case up 



Michael Jacques leaves federal court in Springfield, Mass, where 
a jury has been deliberating charges that Jacques was among 
those who set fire to the Macedonia Church of God in Christ in 
Springfield shortly after President Barack Obama’ was elected in 
November 2008. 


By DAVE COLLINS 
Associated Press 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass. - A 

federal jury on Wednesday 
told a judge that it was dead¬ 
locked on two of the three 
charges in the trial of a white 
man accused of burning down 
a predominantly black church 
hours after President Barack 
Obama’s election in 2008. 
U.S. District Judge Michael 
Ponsor told the jurors in the 
case of 26-year-old Michael 
Jacques not to become dis¬ 
couraged and to start delibera¬ 
tions fresh on Thursday morn¬ 
ing. Jacques and two friends 


were charged with setting fire 
to the Macedonia Church of 
God in Christ in Springfield, 
in what prosecutors said was 
racist anger over the election 
of the country’s first black 
president. The building, near 
all three men’s homes, was 
under construction at the time 
and is now being rebuilt. No 
one was seriously injured. 

The all-white jury told Pon¬ 
sor it was hung on two charg¬ 
es, conspiracy against civil 
rights and destruction of reli¬ 
gious property. The remaining 
charge is use of fire to commit 
a felony. The three charges 


combined carry 10 to 60 years 
in prison. 

Deliberations began Tuesday 
after a 15-day trial, and Pon¬ 
sor told lawyers outside of 
the jury’s presence he thought 
it was too early Wednesday 
to be getting a note from the 
panel saying it was dead¬ 
locked. Ponsor may give ju¬ 
rors on Thursday the so-called 
Allen charge, a set of formal 
instructions for deadlocked 
juries. But he worried he 
would only be able to give the 
charge once and then have to 
declare a mistrial if jurors still 
say they can’t agree. Prosecu¬ 
tors could seek a second trial. 
“Don’t be discouraged,” Pon¬ 
sor told the jury. “This case 
was 15 days of trial. That’s 
a lot of time to take in evi¬ 
dence.” 

Jurors asked two other ques¬ 
tions Wednesday. The first 
was if they could continue 
deliberating on the destruc¬ 
tion of religious property and 
use of fire charges if they 
deadlocked on the civil rights 
charge. Ponsor told them yes. 
Jurors also asked how long 
after Jacques’ confession to 
police did he recant and claim 
it was coerced. □ 



The boat launch into the Hudson River is seen in Newburgh, 
where a mother and three children were found dead in New 
York. 


In New York 

Mother drives van 
into river with kids 

NEWBURGH, New York - A mother and three children 
were found dead in a submerged minivan she intentionally 
drove into the Hudson River after a fourth child escaped and 
got help, officials said on Wednesday. 

A drenched and shaken Lashaun Armstrong, 10, stumbled 
into the Newburgh Fire Department at about 7:50 p.m. local 
time on Tuesday, police said. 

“The boy reported that his mother had driven the car into the 
river,” said Newburgh Police Chief Michael Ferrara. 

It appeared the children were alive when their mother “inten¬ 
tionally drove the car into the river,” he said. 

After an hour-long search and rescue effort by police and fire 
department dive teams and a helicopter, the car was found 
submerged in 8 feet of murky water about 25 feet off shore 
near a boat ramp.Q 



A row of 29 crosses with mining helmets and lights on them are 
shown during a memorial service for the 29 coal miners who re¬ 
cently died at Upper Big Branch Mine in Beckley. 


Ex-foreman of Virginia mine pleads guilty 


WASHINGTON - A former 
foreman at a West Virginia 
coal mine where an explosion 
killed 29 workers last year 
pleaded guilty on Wednesday 
to lying to investigators about 
his job qualifications, the first 
plea in a federal probe of the 
blast. 

Thomas Harrah, 45, pleaded 
guilty to falsely claiming he 
was qualified to serve as a 
foreman at the Upper Big 
Branch mine between January 
2008 and August 2009, about 


eight months before the ex¬ 
plosion at the Massey Energy- 
owned mine. 

“This case arose from our in¬ 
vestigation into the explosion 
and is directed at preventing a 
similar tragedy from happen¬ 
ing again,” Booth Goodwin, 
attorney for the Southern Dis¬ 
trict of West Virginia, said in a 
statement. 

Investigators have been ex¬ 
amining Massey’s actions and 
the circumstances around the 
blast. The mine had been cited 


for many safety violations in 
the past but company officials 
have denied the explosion was 
the result of “willful disre¬ 
gard” for safety. 

Harrah was the second per¬ 
son charged as a result of the 
criminal investigation into the 
accident. 

The head of security at the 
facility, Hughie Stover, was 
charged with impeding inves¬ 
tigators probing the explosion 
and lying to them as well.Q 
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More than 40 percent of 
ex-cons return to jail 


An inmate serving a jail sentence rests his hand on a fence at Mar¬ 
icopa County’s Tent City jail in Phoenix. 


BOSTON - Despite more 
than $50 billion spent on pris¬ 
ons, more than 40 percent of 
offenders are back behind bars 
within three years of release, a 
report on Wednesday showed. 
Responding to the Pew Center 
on the States report, experts 
blamed high recidivism rates 
on prisons’ emphasis on pun¬ 
ishment rather than rehabilita¬ 
tion. 

The report covering 1999 to 
2004 found a stable rate of 
recidivism, which is the mea¬ 
sure of prisoners returning to 
jail after committing a new 
crime or violating parole or 
probation. 

“There’s been an enormous 
escalation in prison spending 
but a barely noticeable impact 
on the national recidivism 
rate,” said Adam Gelb, direc¬ 
tor of the Public Safety Per¬ 
formance Project of the Pew 


Center on the States. 

Sara Wakefield, an assistant 
professor of criminology, law 
and society at the Univer¬ 
sity of California, Irvine, said 
states, like California, have 
too many inmates and too 
few rehabilitation programs to 
make an impact. 

“Prisons are not doing a lot of 
human capital development 
and drug treatment and other 
things that would make you 
think that inmates would be 
better off once they leave,” 
she said. 

“This path of cycling in and 
out of prison is not doing any¬ 
one any good.” 

The report pointed to Oregon 
as a model for reducing re¬ 
cidivism by assessing inmate 
needs at intake, case manage¬ 
ment during incarceration and 
transition planning before 
release. □ 


In California 

Man charged with 4 cold-case killings 


By JASON DEAREN 
Associated Press 
SAN RAFAEL, Calif. - A 
strange coincidence? Or a 
glimpse into the twisted mind 
of a serial killer? 

Four California women who 
investigators believe were 
murdered by the same man 
all had alliterative names: 
Carmen Colon, Roxene Rog- 
gasch, Pamela Parsons and 
Tracy Tafoya. 

The suspect, a 77-year-old 
petty thief and freelance pho¬ 
tographer, was arrested this 
week, and now detectives are 
looking deeper into the deaths 
and whether the man had any¬ 
thing to do with New York’s 
“Double Initial Murders” the 
killings in the early 1970s of 
three girls, each with match¬ 
ing initials. 

For decades, Joseph Naso was 
known only for small-time 
thefts until a routine proba¬ 
tion search of his Reno, Nev., 
home led to the unsolved slay¬ 
ings dating back to the 1970s. 
On Wednesday, he was 
charged in a California court 
with four counts of murder, 
plus special circumstances 
that make him eligible for the 
death penalty. He was sched¬ 
uled to be arraigned on the 
charges at an afternoon hear¬ 
ing. 

Authorities have released few 
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details about the cases, which 
all involve women whose 
bodies were found in North¬ 
ern California with little trace 
of their assailant. But their 
names alone already bear an 
eerie resemblance to the no¬ 
torious slayings in the Roch¬ 
ester, N.Y., area in the early 
1970s. The victims there were 
three young girls with allitera¬ 
tive names. And one of them 
also was named Carmen Co¬ 
lon. Naso, a New York native, 
traveled frequently between 
the Rochester area and the 
West during that time and has 
claimed at least a half-dozen 
addresses around the country, 
authorities said. 

His name, however, never sur¬ 
faced in the investigation until 
he came under suspicion in 
California, said Bob Hetzke, 
chief deputy at the Wayne 
County Sheriff’s Department 
in New York. 

“It’s safe to say that we’re 
looking hard at him right now. 
There’s some overlapping in¬ 
formation that would apply 
to us the fact that he was in 
the area at the time, the double 
initials,” Hetzke said. 
Authorities did note that a 
DNA sample taken from 
one of the New York victims 
didn’t match Naso, and they 
have no other physical proof 
that he was involved in those 
killings. 

Still, they’re not ready to elim¬ 
inate Naso as a suspect and 
hope area residents who might 


Joseph Naso. Authorities in 
California and Nevada plan 
to release more information 
about Naso, the 77-year-old 
man accused in four homicides 
spanning two decades. 

know him will be able to help 
with their investigation. 

“Of course, if anybody has 
any information on this fel¬ 
low, we would love to talk to 
them,” said New York State 
Police senior investigator Al¬ 
lan Dombroski, who declined 
to discuss the probe in detail 
because of concerns it could 
jeopardize the California cas¬ 
es. □ 


COPY 


EVERY 
DAY 

"ALWAYS... ON TOP OF THE HEWS! I 


BENLO CIGARS 

Import & Export • We ship all over the world • Tel.:5863555 
Located in the Arowak Garden, next to Salt & Pepper, 
Paparazzi and Tango Restaurant. 

We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 
Opening hours: Mon. - Sat. 8:30am - 11:00pm 
Sunday 9:00am - 11:00pm 

Depending on purchase, we have discounts starting from 5% up to 20%. 
With purchase of $20 or more 1 FREE CIGAR 


Bring this coupon for your free Cuban Cigar! 






















































U.S. NEWS l fl5 


Thursday, April 14, 2011 


In California 


College students protest 
higher edu budget cuts 


ByAMYTAXIN 
Associated Press 
LONG BEACH, Calif. - Cali¬ 
fornia State University stu¬ 
dents and faculty are pro¬ 
testing state budget cuts that 
could lead to higher tuition, 
larger class sizes and lower 
enrollment. 

More than 100 faculty mem¬ 
bers, students and staff have 
occupied a building at the uni¬ 
versity’s Sacramento campus, 
and about 100 counterparts 
on the Long Beach campus 
marched to an administration 
building that had already been 
closed down as a precaution. 
The Sacramento rally began 
early Wednesday afternoon 
with more than 600 protest¬ 
ers, who blamed CSU Chan¬ 
cellor Charles Reed for not 
doing enough to oppose cuts 
California lawmakers are us¬ 
ing to close the state’s $26.6 
billion budget deficit. 

The protestors marched from 
the school’s library quad to 
an administrative building to 
present a set of petitions. 
College students and faculty 
in California and other states 
on Wednesday planned to pro¬ 
test state budget cuts to higher 
education that could lead to 
higher tuition, larger class siz¬ 
es and lower enrollment. 
Rallies, marches and teach- 
ins were scheduled at all 23 
California State University 
campuses.Similar events are 
planned at campuses in Mas¬ 
sachusetts, Michigan, New 
Jersey and other states where 
legislators are slashing educa¬ 
tion spending to close huge 
budget shortfalls. 

In California, deep budget 
cuts during the height of the 
recession two years ago led to 
sharp tuition hikes, 
employee furloughs, course 
cutbacks and reduced enroll¬ 
ment at the CSU and Univer¬ 
sity of California systems. 

The state restored some of 
that funding last year, but 
California’s public colleges 
and universities face another 
round of painful cuts as Gov. 
Jerry Brown and the Legis¬ 
lature seek to close another 



Elaine Nadalin, center, of Costa Mesa, Calif., a junior who says it 
will take her six years to graduate, joins several hundred college 
students, faculty and staff of the California State University 
system protesting state budget cuts to higher education that could 
lead to higher tuition, larger class sizes and lower enrollment, on 
the campus at California State University Long Beach. 


massive budget deficit. 
“We’ve been carving away 
and carving away and carv¬ 
ing away,” said Lillian Taiz, 
president of the California 
Faculty Association, which 
is working with students and 
employees to organize the 
demonstrations. 

“The path we are on is almost 
suicidal for the state.” 

UC and CSU would lose $500 
million under the governor’s 
budget proposal, but his plan 
depends on voters approving 
temporary increases in sales, 
vehicle and personal income 
taxes. So far, Brown hasn’t 
secured the Republican sup¬ 
port needed to hold a special 
election to even allow a vote 
on the tax question. 


Without that tax revenue, the 
state’s public colleges and 
universities could see much 
deeper cuts, which could lead 
to soaring tuition bills, fewer 
undergraduate seats and other 
drastic measures. 

Faculty leaders say the cuts 
threaten to reduce student ac¬ 
cess to Cal State, sometimes 
called the People’s Univer¬ 
sity, which serves large num¬ 
bers of low-income students, 
many of whom are the first 
in their families to attend col¬ 
lege. 

Jason Pinzon, a 19-year-old 
freshman at California State 
University, Long Beach, said 
the more than $4,000 in fees 
he pays each year makes it dif¬ 
ficult to cover his expenses.□ 


FAA suspends more 
sleeping controllers 


. jZtf* ■!_ t\; 

*L V :H' 0 '-.n 
! I ? 



4 






A passenger jet flies past the FAA control tower at Washington’s 
Ronald Reagan National Airport. 


By JOAN LOWY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - The Feder¬ 
al Aviation Administration is 
immediately adding a second 
controller at night at 26 air¬ 
ports and a radar facility af¬ 
ter finding two more cases of 
controllers sleeping on duty. 
Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood’s announcement 
Wednesday came hours af¬ 
ter a medical flight carrying 
at least three people landed 
at Reno-Tahoe International 
Airport in Nevada without as¬ 
sistance because the pilot was 
unable to raise a controller in 
the airport tower. FAA said in 
a statement that the controller, 
who has been suspended, had 
fallen asleep. The incident oc¬ 
curred at 2 a.m. PDT, when 
the controller was alone on 
duty. 

Another controller, at Boeing 
Field-King County Interna¬ 
tional in Seattle, has also been 


Man arrested lor creating fake army unit 


LOS ANGELES - A Chinese 
man was arrested for creat¬ 
ing a fake U.S. Army unit 
and convincing immigrants 
that joining the squad was a 
path to citizenship, authorities 
said. 

Yupeng Deng, 51, allegedly 
gave his recruits military uni¬ 
forms, had them parade in a 
Los Angeles suburb and took 
them to the decommissioned 
USS Midway aircraft carrier, 
which is a museum in San Di¬ 
ego. 

Deng charged more than 100 
fellow Chinese nationals a fee 
of between $300 and $450 to 



Fake uniforms 

join the fake Army unit, ac¬ 
cording to the Los Angeles 
District Attorney’s Office. 

He called his bogus squad the 


U.S. Army/Military Special 
Forces Reserve unit, or MSFR 
for short, and he gave himself 
the lofty title of supreme com¬ 
mander, prosecutors said. 
Aside from telling recruits 
that belonging to the unit was 
a path to U.S. citizenship, 
Deng also urged them to pay 
him cash for higher military 
rank, according to prosecu¬ 
tors. He also allegedly provid¬ 
ed them with fake documents 
and phony military identifica¬ 
tion cards. 

Deng, a resident of the 
Los Angeles suburb of El 
Monte. □ 


suspended for falling asleep 
during his morning shift on 
Monday, FAA said. That con¬ 
troller was already facing 
disciplinary action for falling 
asleep on two separate occa¬ 
sions during an early evening 
shift in January, the agency 
said. 

Two controllers at the airport 
in Lubbock, Texas, have been 
suspended for an incident in 
the early morning hours of 
March 29, the agency said. In 
that instance, a controller in 
Fort Worth had to try repeat¬ 
edly to raise the Lubbock con¬ 
trollers in order to hand off 
control of an inbound aircraft. 
The controllers also failed to 
hand off a plane departing 
Lubbock to the Fort Worth ra¬ 
dar center, FAA said. 

The latest cases follow three 
previously disclosed incidents 
in which controllers have 
been suspended, including 
two episodes of controllers 
sleeping on duty. 

“I am totally outraged by these 
incidents. This is absolutely 
unacceptable,” LaHood said 
in a statement. “The Ameri¬ 
can public trusts us to run a 
safe system. Safety is our No. 
1 priority and I am committed 
to working 24/7 until these 
problems are corrected.” 

The latest spate of incidents 
began last month when two 
airliners landed at Washing¬ 
ton’s Reagan National Airport 
without assistance from the 
tower after pilots were unable 
to raise the lone supervisor on 
duty at midnight. The supervi¬ 
sor later acknowledged he had 
fallen asleep.Q 
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In South Dakota 

Struggling mining town rejects nude dancing 
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Strip dancers in Chicago bar 


CHICAGO - Voters in the 
town of Lead, South Dakota, 
rejected a proposal on Tues¬ 
day that would have allowed 
nude dancing at bars in its his¬ 
toric downtown, a move sup¬ 
porters had said would give an 
economic boost to the strug¬ 
gling mining town. 

The proposed easing of the 
state’s adult entertainment law 
was defeated by a vote of 535- 
303, Lead City Commissioner 
Casey Borsch said in a phone 
interview. He characterized 
turnout for the referendum as 


“considerably higher” 
than normal. 

State law in South Da¬ 
kota already permits 
nude dancing in bars 
provided it does not take 
place within a quarter- 
mile of any residence, 
business or community 
gathering place. 

But city commissioners 
in Lead, a town of about 3,000 
near Deadwood in the Black 
Hills, voted in January to 
adopt a more lenient standard, 
eliminating the quarter-mile 
rule for their city by means of 
a special ordinance. 

The commission acted after 
the owners of the Wild Thing 
Saloon on Main Street, lo¬ 
cated a few blocks from the 
town’s opera house and public 
library, brought in nude danc¬ 
ers for two days in December 
to see how popular it would 


be. The event reportedly drew 
hundreds of extra visitors into 
Lead, best known as the site of 
the Homestake gold mine. 
Opponents of the easing, 
which the commission passed 
3-2, gathered enough signa¬ 
tures to put the ordinance to a 
public vote. On Tuesday, they 
prevailed. Once the largest and 
deepest mine in the Western 
Hemisphere, Lead’s Home- 
stake mine ceased production 
and closed in 2002. Scientific 
researchers now use it to con¬ 
duct research into neutrinos 
and other cosmic particles. But 
the facility no longer employs 
anywhere near as many local 
workers. In 1989, the nearby 
town of Deadwood legalized 
gambling, a move that created 
a two-decade-long boom and 
generated millions of dollars 
in taxes and fees, according to 
the state.Q 


In Indianapolis 

4 charged in baby-selling case 


INDIANAPOLIS - Prosecutors on Wednes¬ 
day charged two couples here with conspir¬ 
ing to sell a newborn baby for $300 in a deal 
that would have put the child in the care of a 
convicted child molester and convicted child 
abuser. The three-count indictment includes 
felony child-selling charges against all four 
defendants, as well as felony forgery and con¬ 
spiracy to commit forgery charges. According 
to prosecutors, Michael Overby, a 57-year-old 
convicted child molester, arranged to buy the 
baby from Rose Faucett, the child’s 36-year- 
old mother. As part of the alleged scheme, 


Overby and Faucett forged a state form — a 
paternity affidavit — that named Overby as the 
child’s father and submitted it to the Indianapo- 
lis-area hospital where the child was bom. Also 
charged in the case are Overby’s girlfriend, a 
50-year-old named Debbie Overby on proba¬ 
tion for felony child neglect, and Phillip Hes¬ 
ter, the child’s 58-year-old biological father. 
Police said the Overbys and Faucett had signed 
two written agreements. In the first, Faucett 
promised she would visit the child once a week 
for no more than two hours and would not visit 
while she was intoxicated. □ 



Pink diamond falls 
to sell at auction 



Pretty in pink 


NEW YORK - A more than 
10 carat purplish-pink dia¬ 
mond expected to fetch up to 
$15 million failed to sell at 
Christie’s Magnificent Jew¬ 
els auction on Tuesday which 
took in a total of $31.8 mil¬ 
lion. “We were disappoint¬ 
ed that the 10-carat 
purple-pink diamond 
did not find a buyer 
but top-quality white, 
blue, pink and yellow 
diamonds fared very 
well,” said Christie’s 
head of jewelry in New 
York, Radul Kadakia. 

He added that a Fancy 
Vivid blue diamond sold for 
$3.67 million, or more than 
$ 1 million per carat which ex¬ 
ceeded it high estimate. Five 
jewels topped the $1 mil¬ 
lion mark. Christie’s said the 
sale saw heavy competition 
among both trade buyers and 
private collectors for colorless 
diamonds, large gemstones 
and signed jewels. But the 
10.09 carat Fancy Vivid cush¬ 
ion-cut was expected to be the 


sale’s highlight, with prices 
for large pink diamonds, the 
most expensive colored dia¬ 
monds on the market, having 
skyrocketed in recent years. 
Fewer than 10 percent of all 
pink diamonds mined weigh 
more than .20 carats. They get 
their color through 
a rare, naturally 
occurring slippage 
of the crystallo¬ 
graphic lattice in 
the stone while it is 
forming deep with¬ 
in the Earth’s crust. 
It failed to sell 
when two clients 
bid, but failed to reach the 
reserve an undisclosed mini¬ 
mum amount at which the 
owner is willing to sell. Kada¬ 
kia said Christie’s had already 
received inquiries regarding a 
private after-sale of the stone. 
“The transaction is still alive, 
and though the diamond did 
not sell in the room last night, 
perhaps we’ll see something 
take place in the coming 
days,” Kadakia said.Q 


Five 
jewels 
topped 
the $1 
million 
mark 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 
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Patriot-ism Pays 

Chance to win 
a free vacation 



PALM BEACH - The Aruba 
Marriott Resort will provide 
the backdrop for the 2012 
New England Patriots Cheer¬ 
leaders Calendar shoot next 
month and is looking for the 
biggest Patriots fan to be a 
part of the experience. 
Beginning Monday, April 
11, the Aruba Marriott will 
launch a contest and begin 
accepting video testimonials 
via Facebook. Applicants will 
have the opportunity to plead 
their case as to why they are 
the “biggest Patriots fan.” 
Testimonials can be up to: 30 
seconds in length and will be 
voted on by peers. The video 
clip with the most votes at the 
end of the month will win the 
grand prize of two round trip 
tickets to Aruba for a four- 
day, three-night Aruba Mar¬ 
riott beach vacation. “Video 
submissions showcasing a 
fan’s ‘Patriot-ism’ should be 
creative, fun and compelling. 
We want to see the largest col¬ 
lection of Patriots memora¬ 
bilia, an oversized Pat Patriot 
tattoo, a group of men doing 
a Patriots Cheerleader dance 
or any other fun demonstra¬ 
tion that will convince people 
to vote for them as the biggest 
Pats fan,” said Antoinette Van 
den Berg, Director of Sales 
& Marketing for the Aruba 
Marriott. “And don’t worry, 
the prize trip doesn’t have to 
be during football season, so 
our winner won’t even have to 
miss a game. 


Tourism Conference Aruba 2011 


DM dazzles the delegates of ATCA 


DRUIF BEACH ~ A special 
evening was staged by Divi 
Mega Resorts in conjunction 
with the Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority, and the Aruba Hotel 
and Tourism Association in 
honor of the delegates of the 
Annual Tourism Conference 
Aruba 2011. 

The annual gathering brought 
key marketing players of the 
North American market to 
Aruba for three days of intense 
business sessions, and three 
nights of tropical enchant¬ 
ment, April 11 - 14, 2011. 
Thirty-six tour operators and 
nineteen sales representa¬ 
tives of Aruba in major cities 
in North America & Canada, 
enjoyed a night under the 
stars, their barefoot toes cool¬ 
ing in the narrow decorative 
pool on the outdoor deck, as 
tables were set right in the 



water. Dinner featured Sea 
Bass Fillet with Chimichuri 
sauce and spicy Pica de Gal¬ 
lo relish or a choice of Filet 
Mignon wrapped with bacon 
and served with potato gratin, 
mixed vegetables and pepper¬ 
corn sauce. The grand dessert 
delivered a combination of 
the resort’s most delectable 
sweets, accompanied by red 
and white wines. 

The evening’s entertainment 
with Sabor de Cuba present¬ 
ing a Goddess of the Sea ado¬ 
ration dance and a steaming 
hot salsa packed incredible 
sizzle. The entire experience 
was designed as a movable 
feast and started at the Bucuti 
Beach Resort & Tara Suites, 
for a cocktail party, then on to 
the Manchebo Beach Resort & 
Spa for appetizers, culminat¬ 
ing at the Divi Mega Resorts 
where an opera singer posi¬ 
tioned in the heart of the pool, 
water streaming through her 
oversize sleeves, welcomed 
dignitaries with a show of wa¬ 
ter and light. The evening was 
co-hosted by Divi’s Managing 
Director Alex Nieuwmeyer, 
and General Managers Ger- 
rit Griffith, Dutch Village and 
Divi Golf Villas, Marin Bijl, 
Divi & Tamarijn Beach Re¬ 
sorts and Mark Norren, Divi 
Phoenix. □ 
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DM Delivers an elegant Awards Gala night 



PALM BEACH - The gala 
awards night hosted at the 
Westin Resort & Casino Aru¬ 
ba, Grand Ballroom, enter¬ 
tained Divi’s Vacation Own¬ 
ership employees in grand 
style. 

Diverse and talented combo 
Song-Go delivered dinner and 
dance music, while the cu¬ 
linary brigade of the Westin 
Resort & Casino Aruba of¬ 
fered a sumptuous dinner buf¬ 
fet accompanied by cocktails 
and wine. 

The evening applauded the 
company’s top achievers and 
was combined with three 
rounds of surprise raffles from 
weekend stays to sailing trips 
and restaurant meals, the gifts 
kept coming to surprise ev¬ 
eryone. 

Divi’s Vacation Ownership di¬ 
vision offering the purchase of 
timeshare luxury condos and 
villas at Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Beach Resort on Palm Beach, 
Divi Village Golf & Beach 



Resort, and Divi Dutch Vil¬ 
lage Resort on Druif Beach, 
proved they are as competent 
on the dance floor as they are 
on the sales floor. Pictured 
here employees of all three 
properties enjoying the gala 
night, also attended by Di¬ 
rector of Timeshare for Divi 
Resorts Paula Smith, Director 
of Sales Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Beach Resort, Christy Garri- 
do, VP of Sales & Marketing 
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Mark Steward, Divi’s CEO 
E.J. Schanferber, General 
Manager Gerrit Griffith and 
Director of Human Resources 
Maria Esquera.Q 
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Special friends honored at the Caribbean Palm Village nesort 





NOORD - Recently at the Ca¬ 
ribbean Palm Village Resort 
vacationers were presented 
with honorary titles created 
by the Ministry of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation to 
guest visiting Aruba for ten 
and 20 consecutive years.Spe¬ 
cial friends of Aruba, enjoying 
ten or more annual vacations 
here, are given the Distin¬ 
guished Guest certificate and 
those with twenty consecutive 
years are awarded the Ambas¬ 


sador of goodwill title. The 
recent honoring were effected 
by the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity associate Ricardo Croes at 
the Caribbean Palm Village 
Resort , they call their home 
away from home. The follow¬ 
ing guests were honored as an 
distinguished visitor for the 
island of Aruba: Dr. Graig & 
Linda Zendzian and also Ed¬ 
ward Hayes and Patricia Mul- 
lane together with Daniel & 
Janice Maloof were honored 


as Ambassadors of Goodwill 
after visiting Aruba for more 
than 20 years. 

These special guests are also 
the new board of directors for 
the Caribbean Palm Village as 
follow: Edward Hayes (Board 
President ), Daniel Maloof ( 
Vice President) and also Graig 
Zendzian ( Board member ) 
Pictured: Mr. Ricardo Croes 
from ATA with honorees and 
also Mislady from the Carib¬ 
bean Palm Village Resort. □ 
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Don’t miss FREE Shirt Friday! 


Super 4-Card BINGO starting at 1 pm! 

$6 for 4-Card BINGO! • 8 games to play! 

$1,000.00 in CASH PRIZES! 


Additional $500.00 CASH PRIZE in our Early Bird Drawing 
when you purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS BOOK* 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


C A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 
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Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 


































Thursday, April 14 


™ I LOCAL 


Earth Day is April 22nd 

Celebrate it at Starbucks 



ORANJESTAD - In honor of 
Earth Day this year, Starbucks 
is inviting customers to bring 
in their reusable travel mug 
or tumbler and enjoy a free 
brewed coffee, on the house. 
The Earth Day celebration is 
part of Starbuck’s ongoing 
commitment to the environ¬ 
ment, urging patrons to reuse 
their cup and cut down on pa¬ 
pers waste. 

One person can save trees, but 
together, people can save for¬ 
ests, and that’s why Starbucks 
would like to encourage ev¬ 
eryone to switch from paper 
cups to reusable travel mugs 


Aruba’s two Starbucks cafes 
are a part of our community, 
committed to helping cre¬ 
ate the awareness required 
to save the environment. 
Throughout April, the com¬ 
pany is inviting their partners 
(employees) and customers 
worldwide to join together, 
as change-makers, to take ac¬ 
tion and make a positive im¬ 
pact in their neighborhoods. 
So be part of that movement 
of change and on April 22nd 
bring a tumbler/travel mug to 
any of the two Starbucks in 
Aruba and they will fill it with 
coffee for freeO 



Bier Hler wins the Plaza 
Cafe Quiz Night Series 

ORANJESTAD - Bier Hier is 
the name of the strong team 
of quiz fanatics, who always 
finish in the top three. Last 
Tuesday evening at Cafe the 
Plaza was no exception: the 
team scored time and time 
again and finished first during 
the sixth edition of the weekly 
Quiz Night Series. The Power 
Ladies were Bier Hier’s big¬ 
gest competitors; they were 
set on their heels by the team 
Purgatory. Unfortunately 
there was no music round last 
Tuesday, as the laptop with 
the musical questions had 
been stolen. 

With two more weeks to go to 
complete the 8 rounds of the 
series, the overall Standings 
are: 1. Bier Hier; 2. Synergy 
and 3. Purgatory. On May 3, 
after the Easter Holidays are 
over, the Tuesday Quiz Night 
Series at Cafe the Plaza will 
be resumed. □ 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 


ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, "fresh seafood" really mean, 
what our local waters have What Herby catches will be 
to offer, and what the words served in his restaurant on 





Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 


12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$360-1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 


Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 
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In Syria 

Women march for jailed men be freed 





A tank is seen in the Syrian port city of Banias. 


By Khaled Yacoub Oweis 
Associated Press 
AMMAN - Hundreds of 
women from a Syrian town 
that has witnessed mass ar¬ 
rests of its men marched along 
Syria’s main coastal highway 
on Wednesday to demand their 
release, human rights activists 
said. Security forces, includ¬ 
ing secret police, stormed 
Baida on Tuesday, going into 
houses and arresting men aged 
up to 60, the activists said, af¬ 
ter townsfolk joined unprec¬ 
edented protests challenging 
the 11-year rule of President 
Bashar al-Assad. 

The women from Baida were 
marching on the main high¬ 
way leading to Turkey chant¬ 
ing slogans to demand the 
release of some 350 men, the 
Syrian Observatory for Hu¬ 


man Rights said. 

“The women of Baida are on 
the highway. They want their 
men back,” the organization 
said, adding that women also 
marched in support in the 
nearby Mediterranean city of 
Banias. 

In Syria’s northern city 
Aleppo, around 150 students 
marched in a protest demand¬ 
ing political freedoms on the 
campus of the main universi¬ 
ty, human rights defenders in 
contact with students said. 
Baath Party irregulars quickly 
dispersed the students who 
chanted “We sacrifice our 
blood and our soul for you 
Deraa,” in solidarity with the 
southern city where demon¬ 
strations against the Baath 
Party’s iron rule started three- 
and a-half weeks ago. 


With heavy secret police pres¬ 
ence, preachers on the state 
payroll giving pro-Assad ser¬ 
mons and the Sunni merchant 
class staying on the side¬ 
lines, major protests have not 
spread to Damascus proper or 
to Aleppo, denying protesters 
the critical mass seen in the 
uprisings which swept Tuni¬ 
sia and Egypt. 

A human rights lawyer earlier 
said security forces had ar¬ 
rested 200 residents in Baida, 
killing two people. 

“They brought in a television 
crew and forced the men they 
arrested to shout 4 We sacri¬ 
fice our blood and our soul 
for you, Bashar’ while filming 
them,” the lawyer, who was in 
contact with residents of the 
town, told AP. 

“Syria is the Arab police 
state par excellence. But the 
regime still watches interna¬ 
tional reaction, and as soon as 
it senses that it has weakened, 
it turns more bloody,” said the 
lawyer, who did not want to 
be further identified. 

Assad, who tried to position 
Syria as self-declared cham¬ 
pion of “resistance” to Israel 
while seeking peace with the 
Jewish state and accepting 
offers for rehabilitation in 
the West, has responded to 
the protests with a blend of 
force and vague promises of 
reform. □ 


Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak attends a meeting with South 
Africa’s President Jacob Zuma at the presidential palace in Cairo. 

Egypt’s Mubarak detained, 
army wins protest respite 


By Marwa Awad 
Associated Press 

CAIRO - Hosni Mubarak 
was ordered to be detained 
for 15 days on Wednesday, 
winning the ruling army gen¬ 
erals a respite from protest¬ 
ers suspicious that they were 
shielding their former com¬ 
mander from investigation. 
Mubarak, driven from presi¬ 
dential office on February 
11 by mass demonstrations 
against his 30-year rule, was 
taken to the intensive care 
unit of a hospital in Sharm 
el-Sheikh on Tuesday with 
what state media called a 
“heart crisis” after question¬ 
ing by investigators. 

Reports differed on how seri¬ 
ous the illness was. A doctor 
appointed by the judiciary 
was examining Mubarak to 


Israel’s lieberman told he may face graft charges 


Israel’s Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman addresses a news 
conference at the European Union Council in Brussels. 

By Dan Williams 
Associated Press 

JERUSALEM - Israel’s attorney-general told Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Avigdor Lieberman on Wednesday he could be indicted on 
graft charges that would likely force his resignation and shake 
up the rightist coalition government. 

Lieberman, who denies wrongdoing, will be allowed personally 


to plead his case to Attorney-General Yehuda Weinstein be¬ 
fore a decision is made whether to file charges including fraud, 
money laundering and witness tampering, the Justice Ministry 
said. 

Its announcement came as Lieberman, senior coalition partner 
to Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, presided over a con¬ 
vention of his ultranationalist Yisrael Beiteinu (Israel is Our 
Home) party in Jerusalem. 

After a speech that celebrated party ideals such as refusing to 
cede occupied West Bank land to the Palestinians, demanding 
loyalty oaths from Israeli Arabs and promoting the interests 
of secular immigrants from the former Soviet Union such as 
himself, Lieberman appeared to shrug off the looming legal 
reckoning. 

“I have always acted in accordance with the law and I have no 
reason to worry,” he said. 

“After 15 years, I will finally have the chance to prove that I 
always conducted myself legally.” 

Yisrael Beiteinu lawmaker Faina Kirschenbaum said it was too 
soon to say what steps the party would take over Weinstein’s 
decision but that Lieberman would have to quit if indicted. 
“Let’s exhaust the process and then see where we are,” 
Kirschenbaum told AP.Q 


see if he could be moved to 
another hospital, a medical 
source said. 

“The doctor’s check-up is part 
of the judicial process to deter¬ 
mine where to question the ex¬ 
president,” the source said. 

The public prosecutor had 
summoned and questioned 
Mubarak, 82, over the kill¬ 
ing of protesters, embezzling 
of public funds and abuse of 
power. More than 380 pro¬ 
testers were killed in 18 days 
of demonstrations that led to 
Mubarak’s downfall. 

His two sons, Alaa and Gamal, 
have also been questioned as 
part of the probe and detained, 
state television said. 

“Former President Hosni 
Mubarak was detained for 15 
days for investigation,” state 
television reported in a brief 
headline. Judicial sources con¬ 
firmed the report. 

In his first public comment 
since stepping down, broad¬ 
cast on A1 Arabiya on Sunday, 
Mubarak denied wrongdoing. 
A security source told AP he 
was likely to remain for se¬ 
curity reasons in detention in 
Sharm el-Sheikh, the Red Sea 
resort where he has been in in¬ 
ternal exile since quitting. 

A source cited by the official 
news agency MENA said the 
former president would be 
moved from the hospital to 
a place of detention once his 
health permits, but the site had 
yet to be determined. 

A1 Jazeera television reported 
earlier that an army helicopter 
had arrived in Sharm to take 
him to Cairo. A security source 
told AP “the helicopter has left 
without him because his health 
is unstable. ”□ 
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Over his budget deal 

Will the Tea Party oust BoehnerP 

NEW YORK - Tea Par¬ 
ty Nation’s Judson Phil¬ 
lips, irate that the House 
speaker cut a budget deal 
with Democrats, claims his 
movement will “fire” the 
Ohio Republican in 2012 
The last-minute budget 
deal to avert a government 
shutdown is popular with 
the public, and while many 
analysts see House Speaker 

John Boehner (R-Ohio) as the big winner in the fight, Tea 
Party leaders disagree. The Tea Party Patriots dismissed 
Boehner’s deal as an inadequate “hollow victory,” and Jud¬ 
son Phillips of Tea Party Nation derided Boehner as a “go- 
along, get-along Republican” who “doesn’t have stomach 
for a fight.” Phillips and other Tea Partiers are so upset that 
they’re threatening to unseat Boehner through a 2012 pri¬ 
mary challenge. Empty words or real threat? 

The Tea Party can and will fire Boehner: After the speaker’s 
repeated, craven caving to the Democrats, “the Tea Party 
has been sold out,” says Michael Snyder at The American 
Dream. And if Tea Partiers are sincere about their “core 
issue,” government spending, “then they must hold John 
Boehner accountable and go after his seat during the next 
primary season.” I mean, $38 billion in cuts? That’s not fis¬ 
cal leadership, it’s folding “like a $20 suit.” 

“Fire John Boehner America watched Boehner fold like a 
$20 suit.’Q 



House Speaker John Boeh¬ 
ner of Ohio, speaks to re¬ 
porters on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 


A Simple Standard: 

Don’t back anyone who messes 
with social security 


BY John Nichols 
Associated Press 
President Obama addressed 
the nation Wednesday night, 
offering an outline of his ap¬ 
proach to budget and deficit 
issues. 

The president, who has al¬ 
ready bent too frequently and 
too far to satisfy the demands 
of CEOs and bankers who 
want to balance the budget on 
the backs of working Ameri¬ 
cans, is sending the clearest 
signal yet about whether he 
is going to give Wall Street 
what it really wants the so- 
called “entitlement reforms” 
that would begin processes 
of privatizing Social Security, 
Medicare and Medicaid. 

He also signaled whether he 
plans to run for reelection in 
2012 as the candidate of the 
Democratic Party of Franklin 
Roosevelt and Harry Truman 
or as a “post-partisan” centrist 
who will abandon basic prem¬ 
ises of the party and its politi¬ 
cal base. 


The latter prospect worries 
Congressman Pete DeFazio, 
who says that Obama needs to 
“act like a Democrat.” 
DeFazio is especially con¬ 
cerned that Obama will aban¬ 
don principles of progres¬ 
sive taxation that demand 
the wealthiest Americans pay 
their fair share. 

Recalling that the president 
backed off his 2008 campaign 
commitment to let the Bush- 
era tax rates on the wealthy 
expire in order to cut a De¬ 
cember deal with congres¬ 
sional Republicans, DeFazio 
says: “Remember, the presi¬ 
dent did run on that, and he 
did cave on it in December.” 
DeFazio says congressional 
Democrats need to put more 
pressur on Obama to stand 
on principle against the likes 
of House Speaker John Boeh¬ 
ner, R-Ohio; Budget Commit¬ 
tee chair Paul Ryan, R-Wis- 
consin; and their corporate 
paymasters. □ 


Does a new FBI memo prove that UFOs exist? 



Unidentified Flying Objects 


NEW YORK - The feds re¬ 
lease a document with details 
of three flying saucers pur¬ 
portedly recovered in New 
Mexico. Is it an old hoax or 
fresh reason to believe? 

The truth may finally be out 
there. This week, the FBI re¬ 
leased a memo from 1950 that 
appears to confirm an account 
of “flying saucers” crashing in 
New Mexico three years after 
the supposed alien crash in the 
same state’s town of Roswell. 
In the document, an FBI agent 
reports that “an investigator 
for the Air Forces states that 
three so-called flying saucers 
had been recovered in New 
Mexico.” He further claimed 
that “three bodies of human 
shape... dressed in a metallic 
cloth of a very fine texture” 
had been recovered with the 
craft. The shady origins of 
this account have many skep¬ 
tics howling. So is this memo 
just parroting a hoax, or fresh 
evidence that the government 
covered up a close encounter 
of the third kind? 

This could be the real thing: 
Maybe all those conspiracy 
theorists “might not be so cra¬ 
zy after all,” says Fiza Eckert 
at Death + Taxes. 

Although the “details of the 


report are pretty scant,” this 
official FBI memo clearly 
suggests there were 
“multiple sightings” 
of UFOs in Mexi¬ 
co during the late 
1940s and 1950s. 

“Maybe it’s not so 
far-fetched or ut¬ 
terly insane to think 
there’s other life out 
there.” 

“Vague FBI docu¬ 
ments are clearly all 
the proof we need 
that aliens exist.” 

The memo itself seems sus¬ 
pect: Yes, the FBI document is 
official, says Steven Novella 
at SkepticBlog. But it contains 
“hearsay” rather than proof, 
and the details sound rather 
sketchy, complete with UFOs 


straight out of “1950s science 
fiction.” What’s more, the 
FBI didn’t appear 
to take it seriously. 
It was neither clas¬ 
sified, nor investi¬ 
gated further. 

This sounds more 
like evidence of 
the sci-fi mania of 
the time than the 
“smoking-gun UFO 
enthusiasts have 
been hoping for.” 
“Guy Hottel docu¬ 
ment - UFO proof?” 
This is not the truth, and it 
was already out there: Any 
seasoned UFOlogist would 
be able to tell you this memo 
“is not secret, nor is it new,” 
says Benjamin Radford at Fi- 
veScience. □ 


He further 
claimed that 
“three bod¬ 
ies of hu¬ 
man shape... 
dressed in a 
metallic cloth 
of a very fine 
texture” had 
been recovered 
with the craft. 
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Republicans’ worst nightmare? 


NEW YORK - After topping 
a new 2012 hopefuls poll, the 
obstreperous real estate mag¬ 
nate threatens to run as an in¬ 
dependent if he doesn’t win 
the GOP nomination 
Donald Trump claimed last 
week that he’s the “Democrats ’ 
worst nightmare.” But after 
telling The Wall Street Journal 
that he would “probably” run 
as an independent candidate 
if he does not win the 2012 
GOP presidential nomination, 
Trump is more likely haunting 
the dreams of prominent Re¬ 
publicans. Many are dismiss¬ 
ing the real estate mogul’s 
flirtation with the presidency 
as a publicity stunt, but Trump 
tied with Mike Huckabee as 
the top 2012 GOP contender 
in a recent poll and Repub¬ 
licans worry that he’ll split 
party votes as an independent 
candidate. Is Trump trouble 
for the GOP Yes. Republi¬ 


cans will be losing sleep over 
this: The only difference be¬ 
tween Trump and Ross Perot, 
says Ed Morrissey at Hot Air, 
“seems to be that Perot was a 
better businessman.” A Trump 
“vanity campaign” would be 
a “nightmare scenario for Re¬ 
publicans in this cycle” likely 
handing Obama a second term 
by “splitting the anti-Obama 
vote.” Isn’t there a way the 
GOP can “nip this in the bud”? 
“Trump says he’d prob¬ 
ably run as independent if he 
doesn’t win Republican nomi¬ 
nation” No. Trump is doing 
great things for the GOP: Au 
contraire, says Kyle Wing¬ 
field at the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution. “Trump is doing 
Republicans a big favor right 
now” by dominating media 
coverage and “taking up all 
the oyxgen.” We’re still 18 
months away from the general 
election. The fewer opportu- 



“Your Fired” Donald Trump. 

nities Mitt Romney and other 
candidates have to “say things 
they end up regretting, or hav¬ 
ing to take back or flip-flop 
on,” the better. 

“Too much Trump? Not for 
the other GOP candidates.” 
Blame greedy politicos for 
Trump’s third-party dreams: 
Trump is flirting with an inde¬ 
pendent run, says John Ellis 
at Business Insider, because 
hungry political consultants 
are “bombarding” him with 
optimistic analyses in the 
hope he’ll be their “entire 
meal ticket for this election 
cycle.”□ 





























Belarus 


Opposition to bo 
quizzed over bomb 



A woman cries at the entrance to the Oktyabrskaya metro 
station in Minsk. 


MINSK - Belarusian Presi¬ 
dent Alexander Lukashenko 
ordered security forces on 
Wednesday to question local 
“political actors” a reference 
to the opposition over a met¬ 
ro station bomb attack which 
killed 12 people. 

Lukashenko also congratu¬ 
lated security officials for net¬ 
ting the suspects in Monday’s 
bombing, which also injured 
150 people at the station in the 
center of the capital Minsk. 
“Today the crime was solved. 
The state security service 
KGB and police needed just 
one day to carry out a brilliant 
operation and detain the per¬ 
petrators,” Lukashenko said 
as his ex-Soviet republic ob¬ 
served a day of mourning for 
the victims. 

“But we must look into state¬ 
ments made by political ac¬ 
tors. Maybe these actors from 
the ‘fifth column’ will open 
their cards and point to the 
one who ordered the attack.” 
Lukashenko, an autocratic 
leader who has led Belarus 
since 1994, frequently uses 
the terms “political actors” 
and “the fifth column” to refer 
to Belarus’ weak, fragmented 
opposition. 

Two of the detained suspects 
an electrician and a lathe-op¬ 
erator confessed to carrying 
out the attack and also admit¬ 
ted to two earlier bomb explo¬ 
sions, Lukashenko said. 

“The detained criminals have 
confessed not only to car¬ 
rying out the terrorist act in 
the Minsk metro. They are 
also responsible for the pre¬ 


vious Independence Day and 
Vitebsk terrorist acts,” Lu¬ 
kashenko said, referring to 
explosions in 2008 and 2005 
respectively. 

Probes into those blasts, 
which caused no fatalities 
but injured many people, had 
been unsuccessful and they 
were dismissed as acts of hoo¬ 
liganism. 

Separately, Interior Minister 
Anatoly Kuleshov told report¬ 
ers three suspects had been 
detained in total, all of them 
Belarusian citizens. He pro¬ 
vided no other details. 
Officials said CCTV record¬ 
ings allowed them to iden¬ 
tify the sole person who had 
planted the bomb. The roles 
of the two others remained 
unclear. 

At another briefing, KGB 
head Vadim Zaytsev said the 
bomber, who had used a rare 
type of explosive substance 
discovered on the Internet, 
could be mentally ill. 
Lukashenko urged officials 
to stop “panic” from spread¬ 
ing. This included speculation 
about the rouble exchange 
rate and other economic is¬ 
sues. 

The blast has coincided with 
mounting economic difficul¬ 
ties in Belarus, a country of 
10 million people. 

The central bank last month 
allowed a de facto 10 percent 
rouble devaluation on the in¬ 
terbank market and stopped 
selling foreign currency from 
its depleted reserves while the 
government asked Russia for 
$3 billion in bailout loans. □ 
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In Nazi war crimes case 

Defense asks for trial suspension 



John Demjanjuk arrives at the court building in Munich, southern 
Germany. The Ukrainian-born Demjanjuk, 90, is accused of 
28,060 counts of accessory to murder for allegedly serving as a 
guard in the Nazis’ Sobibor death camp. 


By ANDREA M. JARACH 
Associated Press 
MUNICH - A defense attor¬ 
ney asked a German court to 
suspend John Demjanjuk’s 
trial on Nazi war crimes 
charges Wednesday after 
giving judges an Associated 
Press story that uncovered 
documents showing the FBI 
believed a key piece of evi¬ 
dence was fake. 

The newly declassified 1985 
FBI field office report casts 
doubt on the authenticity of 
a Nazi ID card showing that 
Demjanjuk served as a guard 
at the Sobibor death camp. 
Defense attorney Ulrich 
Busch also asked for the trial 
to be postponed so he could 
go to the United States to 
look through the Demjanjuk 
material held at the National 
Archives in Maryland, where 
the AP found the report. 

The AP story shows “pros¬ 
ecutors did not introduce all 
the possibly exculpatory evi¬ 
dence from the United States 

In Australia 


here,” Busch told the court. 
Judges had not ruled on the 
motion when the session end¬ 
ed Wednesday and it was not 
clear when they would. 
Ukrainian-born Demjanjuk, a 
90-year-old retired Ohio auto¬ 
worker, is accused of 28,060 
counts of accessory to murder 
on allegations he served as a 
guard at Sobibor. 


Demjanjuk rejects the charg¬ 
es. 

Claims that the card and other 
evidence against Demjanjuk 
are Soviet forgeries have re¬ 
peatedly been made by Dem¬ 
janjuk’s defense attorneys. 

But the FBI report provides 
the first known confirmation 
that American investigators 
had similar doubts.□ 


Briton attempts to cross 
Indian Ocean in rowboat 



British solo ocean rower Roz 
Savage smiles in Double Bay in 
Sydney, Australia. 

By KRISTEN GELINEAU 
Associated Press 
SYDNEY - A British woman 
who survived fierce storms 
and a near-drowning on her 
journeys across the Atlan¬ 
tic and Pacific oceans set off 
from Australia on Wednesday 
for a rowing adventure across 
the Indian Ocean with a new 


worry on her mind: pirates. 
Roz Savage rowed out of 
the port city of Fremantle, in 
Western Australia, to begin 
a four-month trip in her 23- 
foot purple rowboat, Sedna, 
named after the Inuit goddess 
of the ocean. If she completes 
the 4,000-mile trip, Savage 
will be the first woman to row 
across three oceans, accord¬ 
ing to the Ocean Rowing So¬ 
ciety, a London-based group 
that tracks such feats. 

Despite her years of experi¬ 
ence at sea, the 43-year-old 
environmentalist acknowl¬ 
edged that this trip which 
takes her through an area 
known for pirate attacks has 
her on edge. She axed her 
original plan to row to Mum¬ 
bai, which would have taken 
her through a pirate-riddled 
region off the Somali coast, 
and is now keeping her exact 
route and final destination a 


secret for security reasons. 
“It’s something that I think 
about in the wee hours of the 
night,” Savage told The As¬ 
sociated Press. “I’ve done 
everything I can to reduce the 
risk, so now I try and just tell 
myself that yeah, there’s noth¬ 
ing more I can do.” 

Her pirate preparedness plan 
included seeking advice from 
shipping companies in the 
region and taking with her a 
good luck charm “Woody,” a 
tiny toy pirate named for his 
little wooden peg leg. 

Savage uses her long-distance 
rowing adventures to promote 
environmental causes and 
raise awareness of plastic de¬ 
bris polluting the ocean. She 
hopes to encourage people to 
use biodegradable trash bags 
and reusable grocery bags. 
Savage has grappled with the 
dangers of the ocean before. 
In 2007.□ 
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Pakistan condemns US drone strike 


In northwestern Mexico 



A Predator surveillance drone equipped with Hellfire missiles. 
Pakistan Wednesday strongly condemned the latest US drone 
strike in the country’s tribal belt, saying such attacks were coun¬ 
terproductive and boosted the cause of militants. 


ISLAMABAD - Pakistan 
Wednesday strongly con¬ 
demned the latest US drone 
strike in the country’s tribal 
belt, saying such 
attacks were coun¬ 
terproductive and 
boosted the cause 
of militants. 

US drones resumed 


missile attacks in Pakistan for 
the first time in a month, kill¬ 
ing six fighters from the Al- 
Qaeda-linked Haqqani net¬ 
work on the Afghan 
border, officials 
said. 

“Pakistan strongly 
condemns the drone 
attack at Angoor 


“these drone 
attacks are 
creating 
problems 
for us.” 
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Adda today (Wednesday),” 
the foreign ministry said. 

“We have repeatedly said that 
such attacks are counterpro¬ 
ductive and only contribute 
to strengthen the hands of the 
terrorists,” a statement from 
the ministry said. 

“Drone attacks have become 
a core irritant in the counter¬ 
terror campaign. Pakistan has 
taken up the matter with the 
US at all levels,” it said. 
Pakistani foreign secretary 
Salman Bashir had lodged a 
“strong protest” with US Am¬ 
bassador Cameron Munter, it 
added. 

Pakistani Prime Minister You¬ 
suf Raza Gilani also criticised 
the covert US drone cam¬ 
paign, saying it undermined 
anti-terror efforts. 

Gilani said his government 
had convinced other countries 
through diplomatic channels 
that “these drone attacks are 
creating problems for us.” 
Efforts to isolate militants 
from their tribal support base 
were being undermined by the 
strikes in the lawless tribal re¬ 
gion bordering Afghanistan, 
he said in a speech at the fed¬ 
eral parliament. 

“Under a well thought-out 
strategy we had separated 
the tribes from militants, 
but when drone attacks oc¬ 
cur, militants and tribes unite 
again,” Gilani said. □ 

In Ivory Coast 


16 bodies found in pits 



A Mexican Federal Police officer stands guard as members of 
drug gang “Los Zetas” are shown to the press in Mexico City in 
2010. 


CULIACAN, Sinaloa - Investigators found at least a dozen 
skeletal remains in a series of pits in this northwestern Mexican 
state, while officials in neighboring Sonora pulled four bodies 
from two pits, authorities said Wednesday. 

The discoveries came just hours after federal authorities con¬ 
firmed that a total of 116 bodies had been recovered from pits 
in the northern state of Tamaulipas, at the eastern end of the 
U.S.-Mexico border. The pits in Sinaloa were discovered by a 
farmer who reported unusual odors coming from a field in the 
township of Ahome, near the state line with Sonora, state pros¬ 
ecutors’ spokesman Martin Gastelum said. 

He said that seven pits were found late Tuesday and excavations 
continued Wednesday. Two sets of remains appeared to belong 
to women who had been reported missing in October. 

The state is the home base of Mexico’s most powerful drug 
gang, the Sinaloa cartel. 

The Sonora pits were discovered Wednesday in Nogales, a city 
across the U.S. border from Nogales, Arizona, Sonora State Po¬ 
lice said in a statement. One pit contained the body of a man and 
the second held the corpses of three men. 

All the victims appeared to be about 30 to 35 years old, and the 
bodies appeared to have been buried in the clandestine graves 
between 10 and 15 days ago, the statement said.Q 


Strongman will face charges 


By MARCO CHOWN 
Associated Press 

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast - 
Ivory Coast’s president tried 
to establish order in the days 
after the country’s strongman 
was arrested, moving him to 
a secure location and assur¬ 
ing the public that looting and 
gunfire will cease, and life 
will soon return to normal. 
President Alassane Ouat- 
tara said Laurent Gbagbo had 
been moved out of the Golf 
Hotel, where he was taken 
after his capture on Monday. 
He said Gbagbo will be kept 
in a villa and that his rights as 
a former head of state will be 
respected. A U.N. official said 
that its peacekeeping forces 
are providing personal secu¬ 


rity protection for Gbagbo. 
“Gbagbo is in a residence un¬ 
der surveillance somewhere 
in Ivory Coast,” Ouattara told 
reporters at the Golf Hotel. 
The justice minister is prepar¬ 
ing for possible prosecution 
of Gbagbo, he said, but gave 
no details. 

“There will be charges against 
Gbagbo on a national level 
and an international level,” he 
said. “Reconciliation cannot 
happen without justice.” 

The Hague-based Interna¬ 
tional Criminal Court had no 
immediate comment on Ouat- 
tara’s statement. 

Ouattara also repeated his call 
against violence and asked 
fighters to put down their 
arms so that the country’s big- 



President Alassane Ouattara 
meets with commanding of¬ 
ficers from the republican 
forces, at the Golf Hotel in Abi- 
djan, Ivory Coast. 

gest city, which has been on 
lockdown while battles raged 
over the last two weeks, could 
return to normal. 

“We need to secure the coun¬ 
try, notably Abidjan,” he said. 
“It is important for the coun¬ 
try to emerge from this crisis 
on top.’Q 
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Nuclear plant evacuees demand cempensation 


By YURI KAGEYAMA 
Associated Press 
TOKYO - Small business 
owners and laborers forced 
to leave their homes and jobs 
because of radiation leaking 
from Japan’s tsunami-flooded 
nuclear plant rode a bus all the 
way to Tokyo on Wednesday 
to demand compensation from 
the plant’s operator. 

People are increasingly grow¬ 
ing frustrated with Tokyo 
Electric Power Co.’s handling 
of the nuclear crisis, which has 
progressed fitfully since the 
March 11 tsunami swamped 
the Fukushima Dai-ichi plant, 
knocking out important cool¬ 
ing systems. Restoring them 
will take months. 

“I am not asking for anything 
more than I am entitled to,” 


said Ichijiro Ishikawa, 69, 
who dug roads and tunnels 
and is now living in a shel¬ 
ter because his home is in 
a 12-miles evacuation zone 
around the plant. “I just want 
my due.” 

He and about 20 other people 
who lived and worked near the 
plant traveled 140 miles south¬ 
west to hand-deliver a letter to 
the president of Tokyo Elec¬ 
tric, known as TEPCO. They 
said talks with the government 
over how to compensate vic¬ 
tims will take too long to get 
started and they want money 
now. A few were near tears. 
They met near company head¬ 
quarters with four TEPCO of¬ 
ficials who bowed to them in 
apology. President Masataka 
Shimizu later apologized dur¬ 



A Yemeni soldier is lifted by anti-government protestors as they 
shout slogans during a demonstration demanding the resignation 
of Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh, in Sanaa, Yemen. 


In Yemen 

Rival factions of 
military clashes 

By AHMED AL-HAJ 
Associated Press 

SANAA, Yemen - Gunmen loyal to the government attacked 
the forces of the Yemeni president’s chief rival early Wednes¬ 
day, killing one person and raising fears that Yemen’s weeks of 
popular unrest could evolve into pitched battles between fac¬ 
tions of the divided military. 

State media described the attack a case of the government’s 
rapid response forces quelling a “provocative action” by Maj. 
Gen. Ali Mohsen al-Ahmar, the commander of the 1st Armored 
Division. 

“The leader of the 1st Armored Division is responsible for any 
attempts that could cause security tensions,” the government 
statement said, raising the level of rhetoric between the two 
long time rivals. 

Yemen’s military split on March 17, when President Ali Abdul¬ 
lah Saleh’s chief competitor for power, al-Ahmar, abruptly de¬ 
clared his solidarity with the protesters who have been demon¬ 
strating for weeks calling for the president’s ouster.Q 



Angry residents forced from their homes near Japan’s tsunami- 
stricken Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear power plant take seat as they 
meet officials of Tokyo Electric Power Co., the plant’s operator, at 
its headquarters in Tokyo. 


ing a two-hour news confer¬ 
ence and pledged to do more, 
saying cash payments would 
be readied as soon as possible 
and the company would do its 
best to get the plant’s reactors 
under control and stop radia¬ 
tion leaks. 

“I offer my apologies for hav¬ 
ing spread radiation,” he said. 
“I apologize from the bottom 
of my heart.” 

Shimizu declined to comment 
on whether he would resign to 
show he is taking responsibil¬ 
ity for the crisis. He said his 
job is to deal with it, along 
with the problems of those 
evacuated and concerns about 
the energy supply. 

TEPCO earlier said it will give 
evacuated towns 20 million 
yen each in “apology money,” 


and analysts say massive com¬ 
pensation claims could cost it 
several trillion yen. 

The government earlier this 


week revised its rating of the 
severity of the crisis to level 7, 
the worst possible on an inter¬ 
national scale. □ 



AMSTEL 


AMSTEl 


SHOP VALUE 


BUY A CASE OF AMSTEL BRIGHT 


ikm^g 

Caribbean 




UwIy, SpeCtrUm 
u VA/uvb Protection 


Ways 3 f Any Angle 


PRICE MAY VARY 


OFFER VALID UNTIL SUPPLIES LAST. AVAILABLE IN SELECTED SUPERMARKETS: 

LING & SONS - SUPER FOOD - KONG HING SUPER CENTER - NEW FOOD CENTER -TING WEI - U-CONVENIENCE 









































Thursday, April 14 


I From The New York Times 


Pray. Hope. Prepare. 



put together by colonial pow- that an outside power comes 


By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 
When I was in Cairo during the 
Egyptian uprising, I wanted to 
change hotels one day to be 
closer to the action and called 
the Marriott to see if it had any 
openings. The young-sound¬ 
ing Egyptian woman who 
spoke with me from the reser¬ 
vations department offered me 
a room and then asked: “Do 
you have a corporate rate?” I 
said, “I don’t know. I work for 
The New York Times.” There 
was a silence on the phone for 
a few moments, and then she 
said: “ Can I ask you some¬ 
thing?” Sure. “Are we going to 
be OK? I’m worried.” I made 
a mental note of that conver¬ 
sation because she sounded 
like a modern person, the kind 
of young woman who would 
have been in Tahrir Square. 
We’re just now beginning 
to see what may have been 
gnawing at her - in Egypt and 
elsewhere. Let’s start with the 
structure of the Arab state. 
Think about the 1989 de¬ 
mocracy wave in Europe. In 
Europe, virtually every state 
was like Germany, a homog¬ 
enous nation, except Yugosla¬ 
via. The Arab world is exactly 
the opposite. There, virtually 
every state is like Yugosla¬ 
via - except Egypt, Tunisia 
and Morocco. That is to say, 
in Europe, when the iron fist 
of communism was removed, 
the big, largely homogenous 
states, with traditions of civil 
society, were able to move 
relatively quickly and stably 
to more self-government 
except Yugoslavia, a multi¬ 
ethnic, multireligious country 
that exploded into pieces. 

In the Arab world, almost all 
these countries are Yugosla- 
via-like assemblages of eth¬ 
nic, religious and tribal groups 


ers - except Egypt, Tunisia 
and Morocco, which have 
big homogeneous majorities. 
So when you take the lid off 
these countries, you poten¬ 
tially unleash not civil society 
but civil war. That is why, for 
now, the relatively peaceful 
Arab democracy revolutions 
are probably over. They have 
happened in the two countries 
where they were most able to 
happen because the whole 
society in Tunisia and Egypt 
could pull together as a family 
and oust the evil “dad” - the 
dictator. From here forward, 
we have to hope for “Arab 
evolutions” or we’re going to 
get Arab civil wars. 

The states most promising 
for evolution are Morocco 
and Jordan, where you have 
respected kings who, if they 
choose, could lead gradual 
transitions to a constitutional 
monarchy. 

Syria, Libya, Yemen and Bah¬ 
rain, countries fractured by 
tribal, ethnic and religious 
divisions, would have been 
ideal for gradual evolution 
to democracy, but it is prob¬ 
ably too late now. The initial 
instinct of their leaders was 
to crush demonstrators, and 
blood has flowed. In these 
countries, there are now so 
many pent-up grievances 
between religious commu¬ 
nities and tribes - some of 
which richly benefited from 
their dictatorships while oth¬ 
ers were brutalized by them 
- that even if the iron fist of 
authoritarianism is somehow 
lifted, civil strife could easily 
trample democratic hopes. 
Could anything prevent this? 
Yes, extraordinary leadership 
that insists on burying the 
past, not being buried by it. 
The Arab world desperately 
needs its versions of South 
Africa’s Nelson Mandela and 
F.W. de Klerk - giants from 
opposing communities who 
rise above tribal or Sunni- 
Shiite hatreds to forge a new 
social compact. The Arab 
publics have surprised us in 
a heroic way. Now we need 
some Arab leaders to surprise 
us with bravery and vision. 
That has been so lacking for 
so long. Another option is 


in, as America did in Iraq, and 
as the European Union did in 
Eastern Europe, to referee or 
coach a democratic transition 
between the distrustful com¬ 
munities in these fractured 
states. But I don’t see anyone 
signing up for that job. Absent 
those alternatives, you get 
what you got.Q 



Giving doctors orders 



By MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - When my 
brother went into the hospital 
with pneumonia, he quickly 
contracted four other infec¬ 
tions in the intensive care unit. 
Anguished, I asked a young 
doctor why this was happen¬ 
ing. Wearing a white lab coat 
and blue tie, he did a show- 
and-tell. He leaned over Mi¬ 
chael and let his tie brush 
my sedated brother’s hospital 
gown. “It could be anything,” 
he said. “It could be my tie 
spreading germs.” I was 
dumbfounded. “Then why do 
you wear a tie?” I asked. He 
shrugged and left for rounds. 
Michael died in that ICU. A 
couple years later, I read re¬ 
ports about how neckties and 
lab coats worn by doctors and 
clinical workers were sus¬ 
pected as carriers of deadly 
germs. Infections kill 100,000 
patients in hospitals and other 
clinics in the U.S. every year. 
A 2004 study of New York 
City doctors and clinicians 
discovered that their ties were 
contagious with at least one 
type of infectious microbe. 
Four years ago, the British 
National Health System initi¬ 
ated a “bare below the elbow” 
dress code barring ties, lab 
coats, jewelry on the hands 


and wrists, and long finger¬ 
nails. The Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention 
says that health care workers, 
even doctors and nurses, have 
a “poor” record of obeying 
hand-washing rules. 

A report in the April issue of 
Health Affairs indicated that 
one out of every three people 
suffer a mistake during a hos¬ 
pital stay. I saw infractions of 
the rules in the ICU where Mi¬ 
chael died, but I never called 
out anyone. I was too busy try¬ 
ing to ingratiate myself with 
the doctors, nurses and order¬ 
lies, irrationally hoping that 
they’d treat my brother better 
if they liked us. Commenting 
on the new report on hospital 
errors, CNN’s senior medical 
correspondent, Elizabeth Co¬ 
hen, instructed viewers to “ask 
doctors and nurses to wash 
their hands” if they haven’t. 
“They sometimes will actu¬ 
ally give you a hard time, be¬ 
lieve it or not,” she said, “and 
they say, ‘My gloves are on. 
I’m clean.’ ‘Well, I didn’t see 
you put those gloves on. What 
if you put those on with dirty 
hands?”’ I called Cohen, the 
author of “The Empowered 
Patient,” to ask her the best 
way to confront those taking 
care of you or family mem¬ 
bers. She said that you have 
to get over the “waiter spitting 
in your soup scenario,” that 
the medical professionals will 
somehow avenge themselves, 
by giving less attention, if 
you insult them. “There are all 
sorts of reasons we default to 
being quiet,” she said. “It is 
general etiquette not to correct 
another adult, especially when 
this is their profession. But 
when the consequences are so 


grave, you have to summon up 
your courage.” You could say 
that you are a germaphobe, 
she suggested, and ask if they 
could please just indulge you. 
Dr. Peter Pronovost of Johns 
Hopkins has been able to 
prove in a national program 
that you can curb infections 
and reduce mortality rates in 
ICUs by adhering to check¬ 
lists, creating accountability 
and fostering a culture where 
patients, their families and 
even nurses and residents feel 
freer to challenge doctors. 
“There’s no doubt that it’s re¬ 
ally difficult to question phy¬ 
sicians,” Pronovost says. “It’s 
hard even for me when my 
wife or my kids are ill. Many 
clinicians aren’t the most wel¬ 
coming. They give verbal or 
nonverbal clues to say, ‘Hey, I 
have the answer. ’ We just need 
to change the culture. The pa¬ 
tient really is the North Star.” 

I decided to work up my cour¬ 
age to give orders to unmind¬ 
ful doctors by starting with 
another group that has you at 
their mercy: cabdrivers. 

They, too, can put our lives at 
risk by being heedless. Their 
constant yammering on cell¬ 
phones can be just as dan¬ 
gerous as drunken driving, 
whether the calls are on hand¬ 
held or hands-free devices. 

As Jane E. Brody noted in The 
New York Times, the Ameri¬ 
can Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons and the Orthopae¬ 
dic Trauma Association has 
started a campaign against 
distracted driving. “Ortho¬ 
pedists would do very well, 
thank you,” she wrote, “with¬ 
out the business generated by 
the 307,369 crashes that have 
occurred so far this year.’Q 


















Human Rights demands apology from Bryant 

Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant looks at his hands after missing a basket after an NBA basketball game against the Utah Jazz 
in Los Angeles. 

Read Page B6 
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Bonds guilt of 
obstruction, 
jury hung on 
others 



Former baseball player Barry 
Bonds arrives at federal court as 
a jury deliberates perjury charges 
against him on Wednesday, April 
13,2011, in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— Former baseball star Bar¬ 
ry Bonds was found guilty 
of obstruction of justice but 
a jury failed to reach a ver¬ 
dict on three other counts 
that the home run king lied 
to a grand jury in 2003 when 
he specifically denied that 
he knowingly used steroids 
and human growth hormone. 
Following a 12-day trial and 
almost four full days of delib¬ 
eration, a jury could not reach 
a unanimous vote on three of 
four counts, a messy end to a 
case that put the slugger in the 
spotlight for more than three 
years. Bonds sat stone-faced 
through the verdict, display¬ 
ing no emotion. The case also 
represented the culmination of 
the federal investigation into 
the Bay Area Laboratory Co- 
Operative steroids ring. Fed¬ 
eral prosecutors and the Jus¬ 
tice Department will have to 
decide whether to retry Bonds 
on the unresolved counts. □ 



Rafael Nadal of Spain plays a 
return to Jarkko Nieminen of 
Finland during their match of 
the Monte Carlo Tennis Mas¬ 
ters tournament in Monaco, 
Wednesday, April 13,2011. 

Associated Press 
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Madrid beats Spurs 1-0, makes semi vs. Barcelona 



Tottenham Hotspur’s goalkeeper Heurelho Gomes watches a shot 
from Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo go into the net during 
their Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match at 
White Hart Lane, London, Wednesday, April 13, 2011. 

Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Real Ma¬ 
drid completed its untroubled 
progress past Tottenham in 
the Champions League on 
Wednesday to set up a semi¬ 
final meeting with fierce his¬ 
toric rival Barcelona. 

With Madrid coach Jose 
Mourinho seeking to retain 
the title he won last season 
with Inter Milan, Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s 40th goal of the 
season gave the record nine¬ 
time European champions a 
1-0 win and a 5-0 aggregate 
win over Spurs. 

Already 4-0 up from the 
first leg of the quarterfinal, 
Mourinho’s team withstood 
first-half pressure before 
goalkeeper Heurelho Gomes 
fumbled Ronaldo’s specula¬ 
tive shot from about 30 meters 
(yards) over his own line. 
Barcelona beat Madrid 5-0 at 
Camp Nou this season, but 
Mourinho last season engi¬ 
neered a semifinal win over 
Barcelona and also won the 
Champions League with FC 
Porto in 2004. 

“Let’s see what happens 
against Barcelona,” said 


Mourinho, who has taken Ma¬ 
drid to its first semifinal for 
eight years. “We have ambi¬ 
tion, a semi is a semi and any¬ 
thing can happen.” 

Madrid now faces Barcelona 
four times in 18 days, start¬ 
ing Saturday in the Spanish 
league. The teams then meet 
in the final of Spain’s Copa 
del Rey before the two-legged 
Champions League semifinal. 
“I am not of the opinion that 
what happens in first game 
can influence what happens 
in the second, third or fourth,” 
Mourinho said. “Tomorrow, 
when I get back to work, I will 
be thinking about Saturday’s 
game; not Wednesday or the 
Champions League.” 

With Barcelona in the 
way, Mourinho said it 
was too early to think 
about the possibility 
of rounding off his de¬ 
but season at Madrid 
with a Champions 
League final at Wem¬ 
bley against Manchester Unit¬ 
ed or Schalke. But he knows 
he has to win something. 

“I don’t think you can say 


it’s a successful season get¬ 
ting to the final of the Copa 
del Rey and the semifinals 
of the Champions League,” 
Mourinho said. “I don’t think 
about the final because it is 
a hypothetical situation. We 
respect opponents and do not 
speak about finals.” 

As for Tottenham, with its 
debut campaign in the tourna¬ 
ment over, it can now concen¬ 
trate on closing a three-point 
gap on the top four in the 
Premier League to reach the 
Champions League for a sec¬ 
ond straight season. 

“It is no good doing it once 
and then not doing it again,” 
Tottenham manager Harry 
Redknapp said. 
“We have to 
improve and be 
there next year 
too.” 

Despite three 
hopeful calls 
for first-half 
penalties and a 
goal by Gareth Bale ruled out 
for offside, Tottenham never 
looked like becoming the first 
team to recover a four-goal 


deficit in Europe’s premier 
club competition. 

“We lost it to a better team but 
we’re disappointed to go out,” 
Bale said. 

Madrid defender Sergio Ra¬ 
mos almost scored with a 
header to the top right comer 
eight minutes before halftime, 
but Gomes leaped to keep it 
out and Ronaldo put the re¬ 
bound into the side netting. 
Gomes also made a full-length 


save from a long-range shot 
by substitute Kaka, but his 
performance was marred by 
the latest high-profile blunder 
of his time with Spurs. 
Tottenham’s raucous fans 
were subdued by the goal but 
stayed to the end to give a 
standing ovation to a side that 
beat Italian powers Inter Mi¬ 
lan and AC Milan to surpris¬ 
ingly be among the last eight 
clubs. □ 


“We have 
ambition, a semi 
is a semi and 
anything can 
happen.” 


Schalke ousts Inter Milan, reaches Cl semis 


GELSENKIRCHEN, Germany (AP) — Schal¬ 
ke completed a surprising rout of title holder Inter 
Milan, winning 2-1 on Wednesday to reach its first 
Champions League semifinal. 

Schalke advanced 7-3 on aggregate and will play 
Manchester United in the semifinals, with the first 
leg at home on April 26. 

With Schalke holding a massive advantage follow¬ 
ing its 5-2 trouncing of Inter in Milan last week, 
Raul Gonzalez all but sealed the club’s passage into 
the semis when he scored in the 44th minute. Thiago 
Motta equalized for Inter in the 49th, but Benedikt 
Hoewedes scored the winner in the 81 st for the sur¬ 
prising German side. 

“What can you say, we really won it last week,” 
Schalke coach Ralf Rangnick said. “We defended 
very well tonight, we allowed maybe two chances. 
We could have won (bigger) again if you count all 
the chances.” 

Inter had most of the possession and seven corners 
but could not translate the momentum into more 
chances or goals in the first half. 

Schalke was happy to sit back and wait for Inter’s 
mistakes and it was just such a situation that led to 
the first goal. Jose Manuel Jurado slipped the ball 
through a huge opening in Inter’s defense and Raul 
easily rounded Julio Cesar to slot home, raising his 
Champions League record tally to 71 goals. 

“It was difficult to get back into it after we conceded 
that late goal in the first half,” Inter coach Leonardo 
said. “We tried to respond but we didn’t succeed. ... 



Schalke’s Benedikt Hoewedes celebrates after scoring 
during the second leg quarterfinal Champions League 
soccer match between Schalke 04 and FC Internazio- 
nale Milano in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Wednesday, 
April 13, 2011. 

Associated Press 

The pace was relatively slow and we didn’t man¬ 
age to step it up. My compliments to Schalke and 
to Raul.” 

Leonardo inserted striker Goran Pandev for Dejan 
Stankovic at the start of the second half and Inter 
replied four minutes later, after another corner. Lu- 
cio headed down the ball to the far post and Thiago 
Motta slotted it home. 

Wesley Sneijder nearly scored for Inter in the 75th, 
but curled his free kick just wide. 

Schalke used another counterattack to get the win¬ 
ner, with Raul sending a long ball behind Inter’s 


defense for defender Howedes to drive past Julio 
Cesar. 

“We showed in both matches how much potential 
we have in our team,” said Schalke defender Chris¬ 
toph Metzelder, who played with a face mask to pro¬ 
tect a broken nose. “We wanted to win, we were not 
happy with 1-1.” 

Schalke has had success against Inter before, beating 
the Italian side in 1997 to lift the UEFA Cup, its last 
title. The next year, it was eliminated by Inter in the 
quarterfinals of the same competition. 

“Against Manchester, we are clearly outsiders but 
who knows, if everything comes together maybe we 
can even reach the final,” Rangnick said. “But first 
we have to concentrate on the Bundesliga.” 
Rangnick has been in charge for three weeks, after 
the firing of Felix Magath. 

Schalke is also in the final of the German Cup, hav¬ 
ing beaten Bayern Munich under Magath. 

Facing an almost impossible task of having to win 
by four goals away from home, Inter tried to get into 
the match quickly and Sneijder sent a shot from 20 
meters (yards) in the fifth minute that was easily 
mastered by Manuel Neuer. 

Sneijder caught Neuer on the wrong foot in the 13th 
but shot wide. 

Raul got off a clean header in the 17th but Julio Ce¬ 
sar was well placed to catch the ball. 

Stankovic, who scored a spectacular goal in the first 
leg, tested Neuer again from more than 20 meters but 
the Schalke goalkeeper punched the shot away.Q 
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Rafael Nadal beats Nieminen at Monte Carlo Masters 



Jarkko Nieminen of Finland serves the ball to Rafael Nadal of Spain during their match of the Monte 
Carlo Tennis Masters tournament in Monaco, Wednesday, April 13,2011. 

(AP Photo/Lionel Cironneau) 


MONACO (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal began his bid for a 
seventh straight Monte Carlo 
Masters title with a comfort¬ 
able 6-2, 6-2 win over Jarkko 
Nieminen on Wednesday. 

The top-ranked Spaniard, 
who next faces Richard Gas- 
quet, did not face a single 
break point against the Finn 
and extended his winning re¬ 
cord at the clay-court tourna¬ 
ment to 33 matches. 

“Today was a positive start,” 
the 24-year-old Nadal said. 
“I think I played better than 
what I practiced the last days, 
so that’s always positive.” 

A year-ending loss to Roger 
Federer in the final of the 
ATP World Tour Finals, and 
consecutive losses to Novak 
Djokovic in recent Masters 
finals at the Sony Ericsson 
Open and BNP Paribas Open 
mean Nadal has not won any¬ 
thing since the Japan Open. 
Still, Nadal remains the big 
favorite to clinch his 44th ca¬ 
reer title, and his 19th Masters 
tournament, even though he 
said he needs a bit more time 
to get his feeling back on clay. 
“I think I needed a few more 
days. It is just the first match. 
It is positive the way I played 
with the forehand,” he said. 
“It was positive the way that 
my serve worked. It wasn’t 
bad. I have to play a little 
bit more aggressive with the 
backhand.” 

Nadal remains unbeaten on 


clay since losing to Robin 
Soderling in the fourth round 
of the French Open two years 
ago. Nadal was undefeated on 
clay last year, winning two 
other Masters titles in Rome 
and Madrid, and his fifth 
French Open. 

Nadal is 7-0 against Gasquet 
and beat him in the 2005 
semifinals on the way to his 
first Monte Carlo title. 
“Playing him on clay is very 
tough. 

He dropped very few sets 
here,” said the 13th-seeded 
Gasquet, who beat Guill¬ 


ermo Garcia-Lopez of Spain 
6-2, 6-1. “What I must do is 
stay relaxed and try to play 
without hesitation and not be 
afraid to go for my shots. 
“This is all very well, but when 
you’re on the court, you’re 
confronted with reality.” Gas¬ 
quet has lost three times on 
clay to five-time French Open 
champion Nadal. 

“He always plays at 1,000 
percent. He will not make the 
mistake of underestimating 
his opponent,” Gasquet said. 
“Because we played many 
times, he knows me, and 


sometimes I pushed him to a 
third set.” 

Third-seeded Andy Murray 
finally won a match, beating 
Radek Stepanek of the Czech 
Republic 6-1, 6-4. 

The 23-year-old Murray had 
failed to win a set since losing 
to Djokovic in the Australian 
Open final, going out early in 
Rotterdam and at the Masters 
tournaments in Indian Wells 
and Key Biscayne. 

“I played great, dominated the 
match from the second, third 
game. I was a wee bit tenta¬ 
tive towards the end, which 


I think is probably natural,” 
Murray said. “I hit the ball re¬ 
ally well, made him do a lot of 
running, was able to dictate a 
lot of points with my forehand 
— especially from the first 
and second shot in the rally.” 
Murray’s early exit from Key 
Biscayne meant he had he 
had more time to prepare for 
the clay-court season, and the 
Briton clearly felt the ben¬ 
efits. 

“(I) hit the ball really clean, 
wasn’t mis-hitting anything, 
moved really well. I like clay. 
I think I can have good results 
on it If I play like I did today,” 
said Murray, who has never 
been beyond the quarterfinals 
of the French Open. 

Murray next plays 16th-seed- 
ed Gilles Simon of France, 
who defeated Albert Mon- 
tanes of Spain 6-3, 6-4. 

Also, fourth-seeded David 
Ferrer of Spain easily beat 
Feliciano Lopez 6-2, 6-0, and 
No. 8 Gael Monfils of France 
defeated Daniel Gimeno- 
Traver of Spain 7-5, 6-2. 
Ferrer, who next meets big¬ 
serving Milos Raonic of 
Canada, broke his opponent’s 
serve five times, while Lopez 
had six double-faults. 
Seventh-seeded Jurgen Mel- 
zer of Austria, No. 9 Nicolas 
Almagro of Spain, No. 11 
Viktor Troicki of Serbia and 
No. 15 Marin Cilic of Croatia 
and also advanced to the third 
round. □ 


Adam Scott looks to defend Texas Open title 



Texas Open defending champion Adam Scott talks with the media 
during a news conference at the Texas Open golf tournament, 
Wednesday, April 13, 2011, in San Antonio. The tournament 
begins Thursday. Associated Press 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
Adam Scott may be having 
a career reawakening headed 
into this weekend’s Texas 
Open. 

The 30-year-old Australian 
won the event last year when 
it was played for the first 
time at the TPC San Antonio 
Oaks Course. 

Since then, he has jumped 
from 30th to 17th in the lat¬ 
est world rankings and is 
coming off a strong perfor¬ 
mance at the Masters. 

He wound up with a final- 
round 67 at Augusta and 
a birdie at 16 that wasn’t 
enough to hold off Chari 
Schwartzel’s four-for-four 
birdie finish for the win.Q 
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Fleury stops 32 


lm pitches OM-IUtler as Angels heal Indians 


Pens take Game 1 
from lightning 

By JOHN WAWROW 
AP Sports Writer 

PITTSBURGH - Alex Kovalev and Arron Asham scored third- 
period goals 18 seconds apart and Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 
32 shots to lead the Pittsburgh Penguins to a 3-0 victory over 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in the first-round playoff opener on 
Wednesday night. Chris Kunitz sealed the win with an empty- 
net goal in the final minute in the Penguins’ first postseason 
game in their new arena. Brooks Orpik, who had two assists, 
opened the game with a heavy and clean check on Lightning star 
Steven Stamkos. Fleury made spectacular saves — including a 
blind stop on former Penguins forward Ryan Malone in the first 
period — and shut down the Lightning’s high-powered offense. 
Fleury earned his fifth playoff shutout, one short of tying Tom 
Barrasso’s franchise record. 

The Lightning were held scoreless following a regular season 
in which they finished second in the Eastern Conference with 
247 goals. Fifth-seeded Tampa Bay is in the playoffs for the first 
time since 2007. 

The fourth-seeded Penguins seized the momentum by 
outshooting the Lightning 18-7 in the second period, and carried 
it into the third in the first playoff meeting between the teams. 
Kovalev made it 1-0 at 6:05 of the third on a bit of a broken 
play after he was tripped in the comer by Tampa Bay’s Pavel 
Kubina. With the crowd booing the lack of a penalty call, 
Penguins forward James Neal got the puck at the left point and 
fed Kovalev, who one-timed a shot shortly after he got back up. 
With the arena still buzzing, Asham doubled the lead with an 
end-to-end msh. Carrying the puck up the right wing, Asham 
faked a shot before cutting around the net to draw goalie Dwayne 
Roloson out of position. Asham’s first attempt to wrap in the 
puck failed, but he converted on a second chance by flipping the 
puck into the open left side. 

With much of the focus on the Lightning’s offensive stars — 
Stamkos, Vincent Lecavalier and Martin St. Louis — and the 
Penguins playing without Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, 
the goalies stole the spotlight. 

Fleury kept the Penguins in the game during the first period, 
when the Lightning had a 9-2 shot advantage seven minutes in. 
He made a right pad save at 2:10 on Malone’s attempt to sneak 
in a shot behind a crowd during a scramble in front. □ 


ANAHEIM, California (AP) 
— Dan Haren pitched a one- 
hitter as the Los Angeles An¬ 
gels beat Cleveland 2-0 in the 
American League on Tuesday 
to end the Indians’ eight-game 
winning streak. 

Haren (3-0) stmck out eight 
and walked two in his third 
major league shutout. He al¬ 
lowed only Shin-Soo Choo’s 
single to center field in the 
fourth inning. 

Peter Bourjos and Mark 
Tmmbo homered for the An¬ 
gels off Fausto Carmona (0- 
2). Los Angeles won with just 
four hits. 

Haren threw 125 pitches in 
his 12th complete game in 
225 career starts. 

On Saturday night, Haren also 
threw 13 pitches in a perfect 
14th inning against Toronto 
and got credit for the Angels’ 
6-5 victory. That relief ap¬ 
pearance ended his string of 
203 consecutive starts. 

The Indians’ winning streak 
was their longest since a 10- 
game string in August 2008. 
Tigers 5, Rangers 4 
In Detroit, Venezuelan slug¬ 
ger Miguel Cabrera hit a bas- 
es-loaded single in the ninth 
inning as Detroit beat Texas. 
After Texas leveled the score 
at 4 in the eighth with a mn 
off reliever Joaquin Benoit, 
Jose Valverde (1-0) worked a 
scoreless ninth to get the win. 
The Rangers were trying to 
start 10-1 for just the second 
time in team history. 

Texas’ Josh Hamilton broke 
his upper right arm sliding 
headfirst into the plate in the 
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Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Dan Haren pitches against the 
Cleveland Indians during the ninth inning of a baseball game in 
Anaheim, Calif., Tuesday, April 12, 2011. Haren pitched a one- 
hitter to lead the Angels to a 2-0 win. 

Associated Press 


first inning. He’s expected to 
miss six to eight weeks. 

Rays 3, Red Sox 2 
In Boston, Darnell McDon¬ 
ald hit a home run and David 
Price pitched solidly for 7 2-3 
innings as Tampa Bay beat 
Boston in a matchup of the 
AL’s two worst teams. 

Price (1-2) allowed five hits 
before leaving the game with 
runners at first and second. 
Reliever Joel Peralta ended 
the eighth by getting Jed 
Lowrie to fly out. 

Kyle Farnsworth worked a 
perfect ninth for his second 
save. 

Lowrie hit an RBI double in 
the sixth for the Red Sox, who 
were coming off two wins 
over the New York Yankees. 
With the loss, Boston (2-9) 
matched its worst start in club 
history. 

Mariners 3, Blue Jays 2 

In Seattle, rookie Michael 
Pineda took a shutout into 
the eighth inning for his first 
major league victory, helping 
Seattle beat Toronto. 

The 22-year-old Pineda gave 
up just five hits and struck out 
seven in 7 1-3 innings. It was 


his second career start. 

Ryan Langerhans hit a two- 
run homer in the third off 
Ricky Romero (1 -1). 

Brandon League pitched the 
ninth for his second save. 
White Sox 6, Athletics 5, 10 
innings 

In Chicago, Alexei Ramirez 
hit his second homer of the 
game with two outs in the 
10th inning to lift Chicago 
past Oakland. 

Ramirez also hit a three-run 
shot in the second inning and 
scored a run after drawing a 
walk in the sixth. 

Chicago reliever Chris Sale 
(2-0) picked up the win with 
two shutout innings. 

Daric Barton had four hits 
and scored a run, and Kevin 
Kouzmanoff hit a two-run 
homer for Oakland. 

Japanese star Hideki Matsui, 
who entered the game hitting 
.182, had three hits and drove 
in two runs. 

Twins 4, Royals 3, 10 innings 
In Minneapolis, Danny Va¬ 
lencia hit a bases-loaded sin¬ 
gle with one out in the 10th 
inning to give Minnesota the 
win over Kansas City. Q 
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UOLLl PiRAl ES 


SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $56pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 


Activists demand apology for Bryant’s gay slur 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
leading gay-rights organiza¬ 
tion has demanded a full apol¬ 
ogy from Kobe Bryant for 
apparently using a derogatory 
gay term in frustration over a 
referee’s call during the Lak¬ 
ers’ game on Tues¬ 
day night. 

The NBA is investi¬ 
gating the actions of 
the five-time NBA 
champion guard, 
who cursed and ap¬ 
peared to use a com¬ 
mon homophobic 
slur when referee 
Bennie Adams called 
a technical foul on 
him in the third quar¬ 
ter of Los Angeles’ 
win over the Spurs. 

After Bryant issued 
a statement Wednes¬ 
day, saying his words 
came out of frustra¬ 
tion and shouldn’t 
be taken literally, the Human 
Rights Campaign demanded 
an apology from Bryant rather 
than an explanation. 

The HRC also called on the 
Lakers to condemn Bryant’s 
slur. 

“For better or worse, 
Kobe Bryant has created a 
teachable moment for the 
millions of fans — many of 
them young — who saw that 
outburst on the floor,” HRC 
President Joe Solmonese said. 
“And the right thing to do 
now is to apologize and take 
responsibility for suggesting 
that the worst thing you can do 
to someone is to scream out a 
gay slur. 

This kind of homophobic out¬ 
burst has dangerous conse¬ 
quences, even more so when it 
comes from a celebrity in the 
national spotlight.” 


Bryant’s words and actions 
were captured by TNT’s cam¬ 
eras during the network’s na¬ 
tional broadcast of the Lakers’ 
regular-season home finale. 
Bryant punched his chair be¬ 
fore taking a seat on the bench 
and threw a towel 
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Los Angeles Lakers’ Kobe 
Bryant celebrates after 
making a three-point basket 
against the San Antonio 
Spurs during the second 
half of an NBA basketball 
game in Los Angeles, Tues¬ 
day, April 12, 2011. 
Associated Press 



during the heat of the game, 
period,” Bryant said in a state¬ 
ment issued through the Lak¬ 
ers. 

“The words expressed do 
NOT reflect my feelings to¬ 
wards the gay and lesbian 
communities and were NOT 
meant to offend anyone.” 
Gay-rights groups issued 
statements denouncing Bry¬ 
ant’s actions. 

Jarrett Barrios, president of 
the Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation, said 
slurs are unacceptable. 
“Professional sports players 
need to set a better example 
for young people who use 
words like this on the play¬ 
ground and in our schools, 
creating a climate of intoler¬ 
ance and hostility,” Barrios 
said. 

“The LA Lakers have a re¬ 


sponsibility to educate their 
fans about why this word is 
unacceptable.” 

Bryant has edged right up to 
the line of serious NBA disci¬ 
pline this season, ranking sec¬ 
ond only to Orlando’s Dwight 
Howard in technical fouls — 
mostly for arguing with refer¬ 
ees. 

Bryant was called for an addi¬ 
tional technical foul that was 
rescinded Monday.□ 
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Tropicana Aruba 
Resort & Casino 

at Eagle Beach 
Privately Owned One 
Bedroom Suites 
Full kitchen, Dining- 
Living Room Area, 
Sleeps 4 

Rental $800 or Lifetime 
Purchase $3,500 per 
week - Winter Season 
Rental $650 or Lifetime 
Purchase $2,000 per 
week-All others 
We have our 
representatives ready to 
visit you. Give us a call!!! 
Owen 748 9909 
David 592 8401 
josflak@hotmail.com 


PALM BEACH #33-A 


STEAK, SEAFOOD, B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 



FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel's 
at walking distance. 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 

RESERVATION SUGGESTED 




TEL: 586-7333 
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IS I HEALTH 




Judge OKs school 
‘boobies’ bracelets 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 


The American Civil Liberties Union 

By MARYCLAIRE DALE 
Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA - Breast cancer fundraising bracelets that 
proclaim “I heart boobies!” are neither lewd nor vulgar, and 
can’t be banned by public school officials who find them of¬ 
fensive, a federal judge in Pennsylvania said Tuesday in a pre¬ 
liminary ruling. 

The ruling is a victory for two girls suspended for defying a ban 
on their middle school’s Breast Cancer Awareness Day. 

“The bracelets ... can reasonably be viewed as speech designed 
to raise awareness of breast cancer and to reduce stigma associ¬ 
ated with openly discussing breast health,” U.S. Judge Mary 
McLaughlin wrote in a 40-page ruling issued Tuesday. She add¬ 
ed that the school district had not shown the bracelets would be 
disruptive in school. 

The American Civil Liberties Union, representing the girls, had 
sued to overturn the ban and stop the school from punishing 
their clients. McLaughlin issued a temporary injunction Tues¬ 
day that bars the Easton Area School District from banning the 
$4 rubber bracelets until the case goes to trial. 

An attorney for the school district did not immediately return a 
message seeking comment on the ruling. 

The judge heard testimony from the students and school admin¬ 
istrators in December. 

Skilled Healthcare says 
may sell itself, shares up 

CALIFORNIA - Nursing home operator Skilled Healthcare 
Group Inc said late Monday that it was exploring strategic al¬ 
ternatives, including a potential sale of the company, sending its 
shares up about 14 percent to a year high. 

The company’s real estate portfolio could be the key in attract¬ 
ing an offer, with at least two analysts valuing the company at 
$17 per share. 

“The company’s 77 percent ownership in its portfolio repre¬ 
sents a very attractive asset that management could monetize, 
and with recent real estate deals in the skilled nursing industry 
we believe the time is right to do so,” RBC Capital Markets 
analyst Frank Morgan wrote in a note to clients. 

In December 2010, HCP Inc bought most of privately held HCR 
ManorCare Inc’s real estate assets for about $6.1 billion, while 
Health Care REIT Inc said in February that it would buy the real 
estate assets Genesis Healthcare for $2.4 billion.Q 


U.S. reports drop in AIDS-related cancers 


WASHINGTON - Cases of 
AIDS-related cancers have 
decreased among people with 
HIV in the United States, but 
other types of cancer are on 
the rise in this group, a new 
study has found. 

Three cancers Kaposi’s sar¬ 
coma, non-Hodgkin’s lym¬ 
phoma and invasive cervical 
cancer are among the diseases 
included in the criteria that 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention uses 
to determine whether a per¬ 
son with HIV has developed 
AIDS. 

The study, by researchers 
from the U.S. National Can¬ 
cer Institute and the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, found that 
these AIDS-deflning cancers 
decreased threefold, from 
34,000 cases between 1991 
and 1995 to about 10,000 cas¬ 
es between 2001 and 2005. 
They attributed the decrease 
to the introduction in 1996 
of highly active antiretroviral 



Dr. Eric A. Engels 


therapy, which improves im¬ 
mune function, reduces risk 
of progression to AIDS and 
greatly improves survival 
among people infected with 
HIV. 

But the study also found that 
the total number of all other 
types of cancers in people 
with HIV tripled, from about 
3,000 cases between 1991 and 
1995 to about 10,000 cases 
between 2001 and 2005. 

The findings were published 
online April 11 in the Journal 
of the National Cancer Insti¬ 
tute. 

“Our study observed strik¬ 


ing increases for a number 
of malignancies related to 
cancer risk factors that are 
known to be prevalent in this 
population, such as smoking 
and infection with cancer- 
causing viruses,” study au¬ 
thor Meredith S. Shiels, from 
the division of cancer epide¬ 
miology and genetics at the 
National Cancer Institute, 
said in a journal news release. 
“We also observed increases 
for nearly all other cancers, 
which is what one might ex¬ 
pect for an aging population.” 
Senior investigator Dr. Eric A. 
Engels, a colleague of Shiels, 
said in the release that “the 
changing number and types of 
cancer for people with HIV/ 
AIDS highlights the need for 
research focusing on the spe¬ 
cific cancer prevention needs 
of this population, including 
smoking cessation, treatment 
of hepatitis B and C viral in¬ 
fections and prevention and 
screening for HPV-related 
cancers. ”□ 


U.S. rolls the dice on pharmaceutical drug innovation 


By Jeremy Hsu 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - Pharma¬ 
ceutical drug innovations have 
dried up in the U.S. over the 
past decade despite the gov¬ 
ernment and private industry 
investing billions of dollars. 
Now federal officials hope a 
proposed $1 billion center can 
translate basic science discov¬ 
eries into a new generation of 
drugs and therapies, if it sur¬ 
vives the budget cuts in Con¬ 
gress. 

Francis Collins, director of the 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) and former head of the 
Human Genome Project, em¬ 
phasized that the new center 
would not compete with phar¬ 
maceutical companies, dur¬ 
ing a teleconference on Feb. 
23. It would reduce the risks 
and uncertainty for the most 
promising drug candidates be¬ 
fore handing them off to com¬ 
panies. 


“This is not an effort to turn 
NIH into a drug development 
company,” Collins said. “The 
idea is to work with centers 
and institutes to move targets 
just far along for them to be 
attractive for commercial in¬ 
vestment.” 

Pharmaceutical companies 
spent about $45.8 billion to 
“discover and develop new 
medicines” in 2009, according 
to the PhRMA industry web¬ 
site. But most of that money 
goes toward the late-stage hu¬ 
man clinical trials, sales and 
marketing rather than rolling 
the dice on risky drug can¬ 
didates, said Lesa Mitchell, 
vice president of advancing 
innovations for the Kauffman 
Foundation in Kansas City, 
Mo. 

“Nobody wants to be in the 
business of Las Vegas sci¬ 
ence,” Mitchell told Innova- 
tionNewsDaily. 

Mitchell speaks from experi- 



Dr. Francis Collins 


ence. 

She spent 20 years of her ca¬ 
reer in global executive roles 
for pharmaceutical com¬ 
panies such as Aventis and 
Quintiles before joining the 
Kauffman Foundation on its 
nonprofit mission to advance 
entrepreneurship. □ 
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Microsoft explains phone 
software update delay 



The new Windows Phone 7 is 
seen at the Windows Phone 
7 launch press conference in 
New York 

SEATTLE - Microsoft Corp 
explained the delay in updat¬ 
ing its new phone software on 
Wednesday, partly blaming 
handset manufacturers for the 
problem. 

Windows Phone 7, launched 
last October as Microsoft’s 
attempt to catch up with Ap¬ 
ple Inc and Google Inc in the 
smartphone market, was well 
received, but criticized for 


lack of some basic functions 
such as cut and paste. 
Microsoft initially said an up¬ 
date to the software would be 
available early in 2011, but it 
has not yet been implemented 
for many users. 46 We had ex¬ 
pected it to be earlier than 
now,” Joe Belflore, head of 
Microsoft’s Windows phone 
program, said at a software 
developer conference in Las 
Vegas on Wednesday. 

Belfiore said the company 
had started the update, but ran 
into problems on some newly 
manufactured phones that 
would not function properly 
afterward. He did not name 
any manufacturers involved. 
Samsung Electronics, HTC 
Corp and LG Electronics are 
the main handset makers of 
Windows phones. 

Once the company found the 
problems, it overhauled its 
update procedure, said Bel¬ 
fiore. 


44 We felt it would be better to 
be a little bit patient, make 
sure that when we get updates 
out that they would happen 
reliably, and unfortunately 
that caused a delay in getting 
things out,” he said. 

Belfiore said he was now “op¬ 
timistic” that there will not 
be similar problems with fu¬ 
ture updates. A more compre¬ 
hensive update, code-named 
Mango, will be available later 
this year, he said. Microsoft 
still has only a 4 percent share 
of the worldwide smartphone 
software market, according to 
research firm Gartner, but it is 
expected to be a major player 
once its deal to provide the 
operating system for leading 
handset maker Nokia takes 
effect.A Nokia developer on¬ 
stage at the Las Vegas confer¬ 
ence said there was still no 
date for when the new Micro- 
soft-powered phones will hit 
the market. □ 


IBM training computers 
to predict traffic 



IBM Big Blue to Sponsor School, Mold Future Employees. 


T-Mobile rolls out unlimited 
(but throttled) data plans 


T ■ -Mobile' 

hTC 

smart mobility 


Google 



Smartrphones HTC, Google & 
T-Mobile 

By Phil Hornshaw 
Associated Press 
Customers of T-Mobile can 
get their hands on some hot 
new plans the carrier has just 
made official, allowing for 
some (mostly) unlimited data 
service on smartphones. 
Engadget has the story, which 
states that T-Mobile is offer¬ 
ing two new plan versions that 
carry unlimited data, and go 
as low as $60 a month. “Even 
More” customers those that 
buy a subsidized device with 
a T-Mobile contract get the 
$79.99 plan, while “Even 
More Plus” users — those 


that brought their own phone 
when they joined T-Mobile 
get it for $59.99. There’s also 
a $5 surcharge if you use a 
BlackBerry. 

The plan allows for unlimited 
domestic calling and text mes¬ 
saging, and unlimited data. 
But that really only goes to 
the 2GB per month mark. Af¬ 
ter that, T-Mobile says “data 
speeds will be reduced for the 
remainder of that bill cycle.” 
Your data is unlimited, but if 
you’re a power-user who’s 
slowing up the network with 
all your traffic, T-Mobile re¬ 
serves the right to rein you in. 
Still, it’s nice to see a mobile 
carrier offering unlimited data 
plans at all. Sprint (S) still of¬ 
fers its “Simply Everything” 
plan for $99.99 a month, but 
AT&T (T) has all but elimi¬ 
nated its unlimited data plan, 
and rumor has it, Verizon’s 
(VZ) unlimited data offering 
is not long for this world ei¬ 
ther. 

If you’re interested in step¬ 


ping into a T-Mobile unlim¬ 
ited plan, though, the time is 
now.Q 


By JORDAN ROBERTSON 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO - Traffic 
websites, with their color- 
coded maps of clogged streets 
and freeways, are good at 
telling commuters when con¬ 
gestion is already awful. But 
what if they could know not 
only where you drive, but if 
the route is going to be bad to¬ 
day, and warned you ahead of 
time? A team of researchers at 
IBM Corp. are working on a 
system that would do just that. 
They’ve combined sophisti¬ 
cated analytics software with 
a network of sensors the state 
has already embedded in road¬ 
ways throughout California. 
With the help of a database of 
past traffic tie-ups, they say 
they can predict when they’ll 
happen in the future.IBM, 
which worked with the state 
Department of Transportation 


and the California Center for 
Innovative Transportation at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, can’t tell you when 
an accident is going to happen 
yet. But John Day, an IBM 
manager, says that’s a natu¬ 
ral extension of the work his 
team has been doing, and one 
day could well be something 
they could reasonably infer 
from the data they’re collect¬ 
ing. 

For now, the researchers are 
showing that they can go a 
step beyond what’s available 
on regional traffic websites, 
which report current condi¬ 
tions. 

The most that might tell you 
is that your drive is already 
backed up. 

“Instead of just showing them 
look how ugly this looks, or 
what it looked like five min¬ 
utes ago. □ 


Gigabyte S1080 is a Windows 7 tablet 
with 10.1-inch 1024 x 600m pixel 


By Geoff Duncan 
Associated Press 
Although Apple’s iPad 2 is 
by for the dominant player in 
the tablet market, there’s no 
mistaking that competition 
is heating up as a growing 
number of companies enter the 
fray. Although most consumer 
attention has focused on 
Android tablets from the likes 
of Samsung and Motorola as 
well as RIM’s forthcoming 
PlayBook 

Taiwanese motherboard 
manufacturer Gigabyte is 
hoping to get into the game 
with a new twist: according 
to a company senior VP, the 
company is planning two new 
Android tablets this summer 
and one of them will be able 



Gigabyte planning dual-boot 
Windows/Android tablets 

to dual boot into Windows. 
Gigabyte is already in the 
Windows tablet market with 
the SI080, an Intel Atom- 
powered tablet with a 10.1- 
inch 1,024 by 600 capacitive 
touchscreen display that runs 
Windows 7 Home Premium 
and packs 2 GB of RAM along 
with a 320 GB hard drive. 
However, the SI080 faces 
a few hurdles to adoption: 
first, Windows 7 might run 


a ton of software, but it isn’t 
particularly usable on a tablet. 
Second, the SI080 weighs 
nearly 2 pounds, making it 
very “big boned” as tablets go. 
Gigabyte’s dual-boot tablet is 
tentatively scheduled to ship 
in time for the end-of-year 
holidays, and will be able to 
start up using either a version 
of Android (Gigabyte hasn’t 
decided which) or Windows 
7, with the aim of giving 
users both the flexibility and 
casual Internet capabilities 
of Android, or access to a 
plethora of business-oriented 
software 

like Microsoft Office via 
Windows. The tablets will 
be based on Intel Atom 
processors. □ 
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A sign is seen outside the JPMorgan office in Los Angeles, Cali¬ 
fornia. 



Obama pivots, eyes Medicare changes, tax increases 


JPMorgan 

Q1 profit UP 67%; 

can it be repeated? 

By Clare Baldwin 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK - JPMorgan Chase & Co drastically cut the 
amount of money set aside for bad loans, allowing it to boost 
first-quarter profit by two-thirds but prompting questions about 
whether the results can be repeated. 

The bank’s book of consumer loans shrank by 10 percent in the 
quarter, and loans to corporate customers did not grow enough 
to make up for it. The No. 2 U.S. bank also took $1.75 billion 
of charges linked to collecting payments on bad mortgages and 
foreclosures, and said an upcoming settlement with regulators 
over mortgage servicing abuses could force it to hire as many 
3,000 people. The quarterly results were the first from a ma¬ 
jor Wall Street bank, and although they beat expectations, they 
raised investor concerns about lending profits. □ 


EU tells Portugal 


By JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - Forcefully 
rejecting Republican bud¬ 
get cutting plans, President 
Barack Obama on Wednesday 
proposed lowering the na¬ 
tion’s future deficits by $4 tril¬ 
lion over a dozen years with a 
package that includes reducing 
spending on politically sensi¬ 
tive health care programs and 
raising taxes on high-earning 
Americans. 

The president recommended 
trimming the growth of Medi¬ 
care spending, cuts in defense, 
an overhaul of the tax system 
to eliminate many loopholes 
enjoyed by individuals and 
corporations, and an end to 
Bush-era tax cuts for wealthier 


Americans. 

“We have to live within our 
means, we have to reduce our 
deficit, and we have to get 
back on a path that will al¬ 
low us to pay down our debt,” 
Obama said in a combative 
speech at George Washington 
University. 

As much a policy speech as 
it was a political address, 
Obama laid the blame for 
the rising debt on the spend¬ 
ing increases and tax cuts en¬ 
acted during the presidency 
of George W. Bush and the 
recession that struck in late 
2007. “We lost our way,” he 
said. 

Ensuring that the nation’s fis¬ 
cal troubles will be at the cen¬ 
ter of the 2012 presidential 
election, Obama drew sharp 
contrasts with a Republican 



President Barack Obama outlines his fiscal policy during an address at 
George Washington University in Washington, Wednesday. 


plan that cuts about $5.8 trillion in 
spending over the next decade and 
which the White House says un¬ 
fairly singles out middle-class tax¬ 
payers, older adults and the poor. 
He pointedly noted that the GOP 


plan has already been embraced by 
some Republican presidential can¬ 
didates. 

Such cuts, he said, “paint a vision 
of our future that’s deeply pessi¬ 
mistic.” 


“Their vision,” he added, “is 
less about reducing the defi¬ 
cit than it is about changing 
the basic social compact in 
America.” 

Obama previewed his pro¬ 
posals to congressional lead¬ 
ers Wednesday morning. And 
even before he delivered his 
speech, top Republicans were 
pushing back. 

“If we’re going to resolve our 
differences and do something 
meaningful, raising taxes will 
not be part of that,” House 
Speaker John Boehner de¬ 
clared shortly after his White 
House meeting. 

This new clash comes just a 
week after the president an¬ 
nounced he would seek re- 
election. For the past two 
months, Obama has been ar¬ 
guing for protection of his core 


spending priorities, including 
education and innovation. His 
turn to deficit reduction re¬ 
flects the pressures he faces in 
a divided Congress and with 
a public increasingly anxious 
about the nation’s debt, now 
exceeding $14 trillion. 

“Any serious plan to tackle 
our deficit will require us to 
put everything on the table, 
and take on excess spending 
wherever it exists in the bud¬ 
get,” the president said. 

To help enforce budget disci¬ 
pline, the president called for 
resurrecting a spending cap 
that would be triggered if the 
nation’s debt did not stabi¬ 
lize and begin to decline by 
2014. The cap would not ap¬ 
ply to Social Security, low- 
income programs or Medicare 
benefits. □ 



This handout photo provided by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) shows the IMF’s Financial Counselor and Director 
Jose Vinals answering a question during the Global Financial 
Stability Report News Conference at the IMF Headquarters in 
Washington. 

IMF warning: 

Many European banks 
still on shaky ground 

BY DAVID McHUGH 
Associated Press 

BERLIN - The IMF singled out European banks as it insisted 
Wednesday that more needs to be done to shore up the global 
financial system, saying Europe’s weak banks are “caught in a 
maelstrom” and must beef up their financial buffers. 

The International Monetary Fund said the weaker tier of Eu¬ 
rope’s banks are facing pressure on multiple fronts, from thin 
capital reserves which help absorb losses in sudden downturns 
and shaky investments still held on their balance sheets to un¬ 
stable sources of financing. The warning comes as European 
Union officials struggle to shore up confidence in government 
finances and banks. Greece and Ireland have already needed 
bailout loans to avoid defaulting on their debts, and Portugal 
has also asked for help from the EU bailout fund.Q 


Quit chasing votes and face bailout facts 


Bank regulators settle with mortgage lenders 


Japan downgrades view of economy after quake 



European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso gives a 
press conference at the European Union headquarters in Brus¬ 
sels. 


BRUSSELS - Portuguese 
politicians need to quit elec¬ 
tioneering and agree radi¬ 
cal changes to the country’s 
economy in exchange for an 
international bailout, top EU 
figures said Wednesday. 

With talks underway in Lisbon 
on the debt rescue, European 
Commission head Jose Manu¬ 
el Barroso said he hoped party 
leaders “will assume their re¬ 
sponsibilities” to the public 
finances and their European 
Union partners. 

Portugal goes to early polls on 
June 5 after the government 
fell last month when parlia¬ 
ment rejected its latest auster¬ 
ity plan, forcing Lisbon to bow 
to market pressure and seek an 
EU-IMF bailout. 

Luxembourg Prime Minis¬ 
ter Jean-Claude Juncker, who 
chairs the Eurgroup of finance 
ministers from the 17 nations 
that share the euro currency, 
warned the rival parties to 
concentrate on what needs to 


be done to win EU and Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund ap¬ 
proval. 

“The national honour of Por¬ 
tugal ... should push the prin¬ 
cipal Portuguese parties to 
turn their focus away from the 
election campaign and back 
towards national and Europe¬ 
an demands,” he said in Lux¬ 
embourg. 


The talks on the debt bail¬ 
out are supposed to agree a 
program of tough austerity 
measures by mid-May for the 
political parties to agree on 
before the polls take place. 
Campaigning is likely to test 
the parties’ commitment to 
the bailout terms which the 
new government will have to 
implement. □ 


By Dave Clarke 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - U.S. bank 
regulators announced settle¬ 
ments on Wednesday with the 
largest home lenders over alle¬ 
gations of shoddy foreclosure 
practices, but the pacts did not 
include financial penalties. 

The banks agreed to com¬ 
pensate borrowers who were 
wrongly foreclosed upon and 
to overhaul their mortgage op¬ 
erations. Fines are to be deter¬ 
mined later. 

The Office of the Comptrol¬ 
ler of the Currency, the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve and the Office of 
Thrift Supervision reached the 
settlements with 14 of the larg¬ 
est U.S. financial institutions, 
including Bank of America Corp, Wells Fargo & Co, JPMorgan 
Chase and Citigroup Inc. 

Federal regulators and state attorneys general have been investigat¬ 
ing bank mortgage practices that came to light last year, including 
the use of “robo-signers” to sign hundreds of unread foreclosure 
documents a day. 

“Our enforcement actions are intended to fix what is broken, identify 
and compensate borrowers who suffered financial harm, and ensure 


a fair and orderly mortgage 
servicing process going for¬ 
ward,” acting OCC head John 
Walsh said in a statement. 
Mortgage lenders still face a 
probe by a group of state attor¬ 
neys general and other federal 
agencies, including the U.S. 
Justice Department. 

The bank regulators said their 
probe found a series of prob¬ 
lems including servicers filing 
affidavits in court where an 
employee vouched for person¬ 
ally knowing the details to be 
true when they did not. 

The banks neither admitted or 
denied the findings. 

Under the agreement, servicers 
would have to hire an outside 
consultant to review foreclo¬ 
sure actions that took place between January 2009 and December 
2010 . 

Lenders would have to provide a single point of contact for borrow¬ 
ers involved in a foreclosure or loan modification program so they 
have a direct line to the servicer. 

Servicers would also be prohibited from so-called “dual tracking,” 
the practice of starting a foreclosure while a loan modification is 
pending.□ 



Police tape marked as a Foreclosure Free Zone is seen outside the foreclosed 
home of Marie Elie in Elmont, New York. 



The headquarters of the Bank of Japan in Tokyo. Japan cut its as¬ 
sessment of the economy for the first time in six months after the 
devastating March 11 earthquake and tsunami and the resulting 
nuclear crisis. 


TOKYO - Japan cut its as¬ 
sessment of the economy for 
the first time in six months 
because of the devastating 
March 11 earthquake and tsu¬ 
nami and the resulting nuclear 
crisis, it said Wednesday. 

The move came after the Bank 
of Japan last week downgrad¬ 
ed its view of an economy 
ravaged by the quake and the 


monster wave it unleashed, 
which destroyed entire towns 
and left more than 28,000 
dead or missing. 

“The economy was picking 
up, but it has shown weak 
signs recently due to the im¬ 
pact of the Great East Japan 
Earthquake,” the Cabinet Of¬ 
fice said in its monthly report. 
“It remains in a severe condi¬ 


tion.” 

The quake and tsunami dev¬ 
astated infrastructure and 
manufacturing facilities in 
northeastern Japan, plunging 
the nation into its worst crisis 
since World War II. 

An ongoing nuclear emer¬ 
gency had added to the uncer¬ 
tainty. 

“The biggest risk, the most 
uncertain factor for the econ¬ 
omy is the issue of power sup¬ 
ply and the status of the power 
plant,” fiscal policy minister 
Kaoru Yosano told reporters, 
referring to the stricken Fuku- 
shima Daiichi facility. 
Wednesday’s report warned 
exports may decline, produc¬ 
tion was stagnating and con¬ 
sumer sentiment eroding in 
the quake’s aftermath. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) on Monday cut its 
forecast for Japanese growth, 
while others were even more 
pessimistic. □ 
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Idol’accused of weight 
bias; show denies claim 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - A 19-year- 
old “American Idol” studio 
audience member claims 
that she was barred from a 
front-row seat and told it 
was because of her weight, 
an allegation denied by the 
show’s production compa¬ 
ny. 

Ashley Kauffman, of River¬ 
side, Calif, had complained 
to an audience coordinator 
at last show that she was 
separated from friends who 
did get front-row seats, ac¬ 
cording to Manfred West- 
phal, a spokesman for 
producer FremantleMedia 
North America. The allega¬ 
tions are “simply untrue,” 
Westphal said Tuesday. 
According to a Fremantle¬ 
Media statement, Kauffman 
and five other friends were 
among the first to arrive for 
the show and were told that 
there were “six great seats” 
available, three in one row 
and three in another. 
Kauffman was a guest of a 
Riverside high school dance 
troupe that has attended pre¬ 
vious telecasts of the Fox 
show and received choice 
seats because of its enthu¬ 
siasm for “Idol,” Westphal 
said. 

The group agreed to split up 
and Kauffman “did not sit 
alone or in the back of the 
house” as she alleged, Fre¬ 
mantleMedia said. “In fact, 
she and her remaining party 
were seated just four rows 
behind their friends, directly 
in camera shot, in some of 
the best seats in the house.” 
Kauffman was in a row that 
included a VIP guest of 
judge Steven Tyler, West¬ 
phal said. They were a few 
rows behind the judge’s 
table in a spot that has been 
featured on camera before, 
he said. 

Hannah Solarzano, 19, said 
Tuesday that she was part 
of Kauffman’s group, which 
traveled from suburban Riv¬ 
erside to Los Angeles for 
the show but hadn’t met her 
before that night. Solarzano 
said she was seated next to 



Jennifer Lopez arrives at 
the 53rd annual Grammy 
Awards, in Los Angeles. Peo¬ 
ple magazine is naming Jen¬ 
nifer Lopez the World’s Most 
Beautiful Woman. 

Kauffman and didn’t hear 
any insults being directed at 
her. 

“Nobody started talking 
about the comment that was 
supposedly made to Ashley 
until she brought it up,” So¬ 
larzano said. “I never heard 
those words except from 
her.” 

While she couldn’t support 
her account, Solarzano said, 
it obviously stings to be la¬ 
beled as overweight. 

“You don’t call a girl 'fat,’ 
ever. It’s code,” Solarzano 
said. “I understand how 
upsetting that can be. But, 
c’mon, honey, it’s 'Ameri¬ 
can Idol.’ You’ve got to 
move on from there. Big 
deal.” Solarzano recounted 
that she was singled out by 
a studio employee and told 
she couldn’t sit in the front 
row because she was wear¬ 
ing shorts. Others in the 
group were taken aback, 
with one saying, “Oh my 
God, did you hear how she 
said that to you?” Solarzano 
said. It worked out fine, she 
said. “I was three people 
away from Steven Tyler, so 
I wasn’t complaining.” 

But Kauffman did, repeat¬ 
ing several times that a male 
studio employee had told 
her she was moved back 
because she was fat and 
couldn’t sit up front with the 
“skinny girls,” Solarzano 
said.Q 


Montel Williams 

Drug paraphernalia charge dropped 


MILWAUKEE - A judge 
dismissed a drug parapherna¬ 
lia possession charge against 
former talk show host Montel 
Williams, who was briefly de¬ 
tained at a Milwaukee airport 
in January after a search of 
his luggage turned up the type 
of pipe commonly used for 
smoking marijuana. 

Williams, who says he legally 
uses marijuana to treat chronic 
pain caused by multiple scle¬ 
rosis, was scheduled to stand 
trial in May on the charge. But 
a Milwaukee County judge 
dismissed the case Tuesday at 
the district attorney’s request 
after the pipe tested negative 
for the drug, the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel reported. 

“We concluded that this case 


was not provable,” Chief 
Deputy District Attorney Kent 
Lovem said. 

Williams lives in New York 
but is participating in experi¬ 
mental treatment at the Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin-Madi- 
son. He said he forgot the pipe 
was in his bag, and apologized 
for inconveniencing the air¬ 
port security agents, deputies 
and court system. Williams 
said he is thankful that he can 
put the episode behind him. 
“This isn’t about somebody 
trying to do something illicit. 
I’m really just trying to take 
my medication. 

Hopefully this issue and this 
incident will spark some con¬ 
versations that will help more 
rational minds find a way to 



Montel Williams arrives at the 
37th Annual Daytime Emmy 
Awards in Las Vegas. 


solve the problem and take the 
patients off the battlefield.’Q 


Hollywood has summer Help’ for grown-up fans 



Riley Thomas Stewart, left, and Mel Gibson are shown in a scene 
from, ‘The Beaver’. 


By DAVID GERMAIN 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Movie 
screens this summer are not 
entirely booked with super¬ 
heroes, kiddie fare and goofy 
buddy flicks. Plenty of mature 
dramas and comedies about 
dealing with or escaping 
from the problems of real life 
arrive alongside the season’s 
big studio offerings. 

If there’s a grown-up block¬ 
buster in the making for sum¬ 
mer, it’s the adaptation of the 
literary sensation “The Help,” 
which has a built-in audi¬ 
ence of millions of readers — 
women who can turn out in 
huge numbers when the right 
female-driven film shows up. 
“If you make something new 
and original and depth-y and 
true and relatable, women are 
going to come,” said “The 
Help” star Emma Stone, who 


plays an aspiring white writer 
stirring up her Mississippi 
home town during the civil- 
rights movement in 1963 by 
chronicling the lives of black 
maids. “It’s also great that the 
face of this movie represents 
America, because when we 
talk about women, often times 
we don’t talk about women of 
color,” said Viola Davis, who 
co-stars as one of the maids. 
“We’re not included in that 
mixture, and in this story, we 
are included.” 

The summer lineup for the 
mature set also features Tom 
Hanks directing and co- 
starring with Julia Roberts 
in the campus tale “Larry 
Crowne”; Anne Hathaway 
and Jim Sturgess in “One 
Day,” adapted from the best¬ 
selling novel; Woody Allen’s 
French romance “Midnight 
in Paris”; Brad Pitt and Sean 


Penn in filmmaker Terrence 
Malick’s family drama “The 
Tree of Life”; Helen Mirren 
in the Israeli-Nazi revenge 
thriller “The Debt”; and Mel 
Gibson’s reclamation project 
“The Beaver,” directed by co- 
star Jodie Foster. 

Longtime friends Foster and 
Gibson, who co-starred in 
1994’s “Maverick,” had shot 
“The Beaver” before Gib¬ 
son’s ugly breakup with ex¬ 
girlfriend Oksana Grigorieva, 
which resulted in his no¬ 
contest plea and three years 
on probation after he was ac¬ 
cused of striking her last year. 
The movie had been in limbo 
while headlines swirled about 
Gibson, who already was on 
the outs in Hollywood for 
an anti-Semitic rant during 
a drunken-driving arrest in 
2006. 

Now “The Beaver” comes out 
as a provocative alternative to 
the popcorn pictures of Hol¬ 
lywood’s summer, a season 
Gibson often dominated as an 
action hero in the 1980s and 
‘90s. Gibson plays a husband 
and father in the depths of 
suicidal depression that runs 
in his family. Thrown out of 
the house by his wife (Foster) 
and scorned by his oldest son 
(Anton Yelchin), Gibson’s 
Walter Black struggles to pull 
back from the brink by com¬ 
municating through a beaver 
puppet he finds in the trash.Q 
















Zeta-lones treated 
for bipolar disorder 


H 

Actor Michael Douglas and 
his wife Catherine Zeta- 
Jones smile as they arrive for 
Douglas to receive the Icon 
Award at the 22nd Annual 
Palm Springs International 
Film Festival Gala in Palm 
Springs, California. 

LOS ANGELES - Actress 
Catherine Zeta-Jones has 
been treated for bipolar disor¬ 
der after the stress of husband 
Michael Douglas’s battle 
with advanced throat cancer, 
her representative said on 
Wednesday. 

“After dealing with the stress 
of the past year, Catherine 


made the decision to check in 
to a mental health facility for 
a brief stay to treat her Bipo¬ 
lar II Disorder,” the actress’s 
publicist Cece Yorke said in a 
statement. 

“She’s feeling great and look¬ 
ing forward to starting work 
this week on her two upcom¬ 
ing films,” the statement said. 
People magazine, quoting an 
unnamed friend of the Oscar- 
winning star of “Chicago”, 
said she had spent about five 
days in an unidentified facil¬ 
ity. It was not clear when her 
treatment took place. 

Douglas, the star of “Wall 
Street,” underwent chemo¬ 
therapy for stage 4 throat can¬ 
cer last year but said in Janu¬ 
ary his tumor has gone. In a 
turbulent 2010, Douglas’s 
son Cameron from a previous 
marriage was sentenced to 
prison on drug charges.□ 



Same formula still makes 
a decent ‘Scream’ 



Neve Campbell is shown in 
a scene from the horror film 
‘Scream 4. 


By DAVID GERMAIN 
Associated Press 
CALIFORNIA - Ghostface’s 
11 -year layoff hasn’t made the 
“Scream” franchise feel any 
fresher. But with a decent be¬ 
ginning, a mushy midsection 
and a killer ending, the latest 
installment at least doesn’t 
feel any staler. 

“Scream 4” is pretty much 
the same-old thing, which the 
filmmakers hope will seem 
new again given how long 
the horror-comedy series has 
been festering in its tempo¬ 
rary grave. 

Honestly, it’s not an unwel¬ 
come thing to watch the re¬ 
turn of Neve Campbell as the 
slasher victim who wouldn’t 
die, Courtney Cox as the tab¬ 
loid hack in bloodlust for a 


story and David Arquette as 
the bumbling Barney Fife of 
fright-flick cops. 

Director Wes Craven has 
added an attractive young 
harvest of fresh meat on the 
victim and psycho front, led 
by Emma Roberts, Hayden 
Panettiere and Rory Culkin, 
along with amusing cameos 
from Anna Paquin, Kristen 
Bell and others. 

“Scream 4” opens with the 
franchise’s usual prologue, 
this one modestly clever, 
heavier on laughs than sus¬ 
pense. But it gets the action 
rolling and the blood flowing 
for the main event: Camp¬ 
bell’s celebrity victim Sidney 
Prescott returns to her home¬ 
town on a book tour for her 
memoir about surviving her 
encounters with the various 
Ghostface slashers. 

Her arrival coincides with 
the anniversary of the origi¬ 
nal slayings, when the town’s 
teenage Sidney idolaters al¬ 
ready are in a frenzy for the 
annual “Stabathon” party 
built around the Hollywood 
franchise inspired by her 
experiences. □ 
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lady Gaga says she’s channeling 
late Alexander McQueen 


LOS ANGELES - Lady Gaga 
says she did not write her 
latest hit song, “Bom This 
Way,” but rather the late Brit¬ 
ish fashion designer Alexan¬ 
der McQueen did so when he 
channeled it through her from 
beyond the grave. 

Gaga told Harper’s Bazaar 
magazine that McQueen, who 
committed suicide by hang¬ 
ing on February 11, 2010, 
“planned the whole thing: 
Right after he died, I wrote 
‘Born This Way.’ I think he’s 
up in heaven with fashion 
strings in his hands, mari- 
onetting away, planning this 
whole thing.’” 

When the singer’s label de¬ 
cided to release the “Bom 
This Way” single on the exact 
one-year anniversary of Mc¬ 
Queen’s death, Gaga said it 
confirmed her belief that the 
British designer was working 
through her. 

It was not she who wrote the 



Lady Gaga performs her new 
song “Born This Way” at the 
53rd annual Grammy Awards 
in Los Angeles. 

song, Gaga said. “He did!”, 
she told the magazine in an 
interview for its May edition. 
McQueen, 40, and Gaga were 
close friends. The singer wore 
his iconic lobster-claw shoes 
in her “Bad Romance” music 
video and paid emotional trib¬ 
ute to him in a performance at 
the Brit Awards in London a 
week after his death. 

In a fashion spread for the 
magazine, Gaga sports her 
new trademark “facial horns” 
spikes on her face that appear 


to be protmding from beneath 
her skin. 

The bizarre bumps, also on 
her shoulders, have been part 
of a new look ever since she 
debuted the “Bom This Way” 
single at the Grammy Awards 
in Febmary, leading to specu¬ 
lation that Gaga either had 
plastic surgery or is wearing 
prosthetics. 

“I have never had plastic sur¬ 
gery,” Gaga said. She said the 
protmsions are “not prosthet¬ 
ics, they’re my bones.” 

The singer insisted the bones 
have always been inside her, 
adding: “I have been waiting 
for the right time to reveal to 
the universe who I tmly am.” 
Gaga, known for stunts like 
setting her piano on fire and 
wearing a raw meat dress, 
went on to say that the bones 
“come out when I’m inspired” 
and that everyone has them 
because they are “the light 
from inside of us. 


Eichmann craved post-war 
German recognition-book 



People look at displays at an 
exhibition about German 
Nazi and Holocaust organiser 
Adolf Eichmann in Berlin. The 
exhibition “Facing Justice - 
Adolf Eichmann on Trial” at 
the ‘Topography of Terror’. 

By Eric Kelsey 
Associated Press 
BERLIN - Adolf Eichmann, 
a major organizer of the Nazi 
Holocaust, longed to leave 
hiding and return to Germany 
to get recognition for send¬ 
ing millions of Jews to their 
deaths, according to a new 
German book. 

Tired of farming rabbits in 
anonymity in Argentina after 
World War Two, Eichmann 
came forward in 1956 in a re¬ 
cently discovered letter, ask¬ 
ing West German Chancellor 


Konrad Adenauer if he could 
return so he could claim his 
place in history. 

The letter, along with hun¬ 
dreds of other uncovered doc¬ 
uments in German archives, 
forms the basis of author Bet- 
tina Stangneth’s book “Eich¬ 
mann vor Jerusalem” which 
will be released here on April 
18. 

Stangneth told AP she was 
stunned when she found the 
typed letter from Eichmann in 
a mis-identified state file. 

“It’s a tactical letter from 
Eichmann,” Stangneth said. 
“He wanted his place in his¬ 
tory. He always thought he 
could be the redeemer of the 
German people. He wanted to 
relieve them of their guilt.” 
Eichmann was captured by 
Israeli agents near Buenos 
Aires in 1960. The book’s re¬ 
lease coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of his trial, which 
began in Jerusalem in April 
1961. He was later convicted 
of crimes against humanity 
and hanged in 1962. 


“It is time for me to step out of 
my anonymity and introduce 
myself,” wrote a 50-year-old 
Eichmann, who lived in Ar¬ 
gentina from 1950 to 1960 
under the pseudonym Ricardo 
Klement. 

“Name: Adolf Otto Eich¬ 
mann. Profession: former SS 
Lieutenant Colonel.” 

“How much longer fate will 
allow me to live, I don’t 
know,” Eichmann wrote in the 
remarkable letter addressed to 
Adenauer. 

It is not known if Adenauer 
ever saw the letter or if it even 
reached his desk, Stangneth 
said. She added Eichmann 
and former Nazis in hiding 
abroad first wanted to have 
it published in a German-lan¬ 
guage newspaper in Argentina 
and in Germany. 

But because of the content of 
the letter in which Eichmann 
acknowledged the Holocaust, 
the former Nazis decided not 
to publish the letter for fear of 
implicating themselves as war 
criminals. □ 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 4 / 14 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Spring month 

4 Prolonged 
pains 

9 Hit-or-_; 

haphazard 

13 Senses of self¬ 
esteem 

15 Sandbar 

16 TV’s “American 

17 Clinton’s VP 

18 Handbag 

19 City near Lake 
Tahoe 

20 Begin to sprout 

22 Scrape; grate 

23 Yellowstone 
National _ 

24 Expert 

26 Block 

29 Not deserved 

34 Northeastern 
U.S. state 

35 Strict; serious- 
looking 

36 In the past 

37 Wordsworth or 
Longfellow 

38 Seizes with the 
teeth 

39 Unyielding 

40 Miscalculate 

41 Looked at long 
and hard 

42 Free-for-all 

43 Hearer 

45 Shorelines 

46 One of the 3 
primary colors 

47 Fibber 

48 Marathon 

51 Agreeing 

56 School test 

57 Desert 
wanderer 

58 Orderly 

60 In addition 

61 Loop at the end 
of a rope 

62 Big celebration 

63 Bambi, for one 

64 Wrath 

65 Congressman’s 
title: abbr. 

DOWN 

1 Actress Ryan 


2 Enthusiastic 

3 Days of _; 
time long past 

4 Have high 
hopes 

5 Big piece 

6 Israeli dance 

7 North, south, 

_ and west 

8 Slumberers 

9 Looking glass 

10 Notion 

11 Male children 

12 Make a mess 
at the table 

14 Viper 
21 Created 

25 Trotted 

26 Urge forward 

27 Native New 
Zealander 

28 Landing places 

29 Say 

30 Have to have 

31 Tacks 

32 Wading bird 

33 Capitol building 
roof features 

35 S, M, Lor XL 


38 Large, colorful 
handkerchief 

39 Dreading 

41 whiz!” 

42 Trench around 
a castle 

44 Shaking 
movement 

45 Ember 


47 Rent long-term 

48 Peruse 

49 Wheel rod 

50 In _; lest 

52 Shortly 

53 Air pollution 

54 Close by 

55 Strong wind 
59 Faucet 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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VICimOHS.Nl 


TROPICANA ARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

WKs 51, 52 1BR 
Sale $4,000, Rent $800 
WKs 1 thru 15 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $800 
WKs 16 thru 50 1BR 
Sale $2,000, Rent $650 

ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

Wk 50, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

CASA DEL MAR 

Wk 36, Ambassador 
Sale $4,500, Rent $600 

DIVI PHOENIX 

Wk 8 Studio 
Wk 9 1BR 

LA QUINTA 
BEACH RESORT 

WK 37, 1BR Sale 
$3,000, Rent $600 
WK 47, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

PARADISE 
BEACH VILLAS 

WK 1, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 2, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 4, $12,995 2BR Pool 
Wk 5 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 6 $11,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 8 $9,000 1BR Garden* 
Wk 8 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 9 $8,500 1BR Garden* 
Wk 9 $12,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 10, $6,500 1BR Garden 
Wk 10, $9,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 14, $13,000 2BR Pool* 
Wk 24 $1,860 Studio 
Wk 19, 3,15 1BR Garden 
Wk 20, $4,200 1BR Pool 
Wk 31 $1,920 1BR 
(Even Yr.) 

Wk 32 $7,200 2BR Pool 
Wk 38 $6,600 2BR Pool 
Wk 42 $4,500 1BR Pool 
Wk 45 $11,000 2 BR Pool* 

OCCIDENTAL 

WKs 2-17, $16,000 
1BR OF Supreme Float 


MORE WEEKS AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Please call 748-9909 
arubadreamvacations 


(5>hotmail.com 


Services & Classifieds 


Affordable 

and 

Effective 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) lor 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classifieds@aruhatodav.com Credit Cards Acceptable. We would be happy lo email you our credit card form. 


For Sale 

At Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum plus Presidents wk 7 
(one of the most desirable 
wks) 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa sleeps 8 

Marriott currently selling this 
wk for $67,000. My sale price 
$35,000 

E-mail: amqacp@optonline.net 

or call 516-458-8019 19062 9 

At Casa del Mar Resort 

2 bedroom timeshare with 
balcony 4th floor ocean 
view wk 14+15 
$27,500 for both wks. 
e-mail: swuff@charter.net 
Phone:8106293188 
USA 

190738 

For sale/rent 

Timeshare for sale/rent by 
owner. Wk 20 La Cabana 1 br. 
May 12 rm 225c. Wk 25 
Tropicana 1 br. June 18 . Wk 
25 Playa Linda Studio June 19 
Need offers 583-5000 rm 47 
until 4/16 or 508-651-0016 
e-mail:rmwimw@aol.com 

1 ^ 190892 

For Sale 

At Casa del Mar 
Presidential 2 bdr / 2bath 

wk39- 1411 $6800 
wk41 - 1505 $9000 
wk42-1419 $9000 
murielhver@aol.com 

Tel: 1-631-360-1695 

190745 

Saion/Spa 

Special 

Manicure + Pedicure $30 
F.Body masage (60min) $45 
Scrub + Masage 60min $55 
Facial $40 
Call now 583-7338 / 
737-1408 “serious spa, 
serious work. 

_190890 

Relaxing 

Massage 

Professional experience in 
swedich massage, sport 
massage, reflexology and 
scrubs = massage. Hotel or at 
home service, serious work 7 
days a week 
Call: 743-3275 


Tel: it2-7100 
Fat 512-7044 


E-mail: 


bonJia.arufta@gmail.coni 


aviso@bondia.com 


Time Share Resales 

always your best option 


IVIariott Ocean Club 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

IVIarriott Surf Club 
2Bedroom Platinum Garden View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 
2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

La Cabana Beach And Raqu 
1 Br wk 13 Room 342 Pool/ocean view 
1 bedroom wk 15 room 241 A Ocean view 
1 Br wk 14 Room 340 C pool/ocean view 
Studio wk 12 Room 444B Pool/Ocean View 
Studio wk 16 room 106B pool/ocean 

Divi Phoenix Beach Res 
2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View 
4tudio wk 14 room 504 ocean view 
Studio wk 15 room 404 ocean view 
Studio wk 15 room 403 oce an view 
1 Br wk 1 6 room 1 205 Ocean View 

Occidental Resort 
2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 
3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

Playa Linda Beach Re: 
2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 
1 Br wk 13 Room 344 Ocean View 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 
2Br wk 16 Room 3503 Ocean View 

Pardise Beach Villas 

2Br wk 15 room 301 pool/ocean $8500 

Amsterdam Manor 

2Br wk 1/52 whole year room 213 

Renaissance Siutes 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 3 Room 21 37 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 6 Room 2550 Ocean Front 

The IVlill Resort 

2Br wk 14 room 234 B/C pool/view 

Riu Palace 

1 Br wk 14 room 348 pool/ocean view 
1 br wk 1 4 room 368 Pool/Ocean view 
1 Br wk 15 Room 542 Pool/Ocean View 

La Qiuata Beach Resor 

1 Br wk 1 1 room 111 Pool/Ocean View 
1 Br wk 1 4 Room 1 03 pool/ocean View 

Tiera Del sol 

House 2Bedr |||>m 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio F 
Water Heather 


* Club 


$17000 

$13000 

$20000 

$27000 

$17500 

$20000 

$22000 

$30000 

$36000 

$8500 

$6000 

$8500 

$6500 

$6000 


$13000each. 

$6000 

$6000 

$6000 

$10000 

$22000 

$50000 

$23000 

$15000 

$5000 

$10000 


$550000 

$9500 

$9500 

$9000 

$8000 

$6000 

$6000 

$6000 

$7000 

$7000 


ill Air 


$531000 




We have a three bedroom, three bathroom condominium for 
sale! The condo has many amenities including a swimming 
pool, common B.B.Q. area, and laundromat. 

It is fully gated with private parking, and 24 hours security / 
concierge. It is fully furnished, in move in condition, with a good 
rental history. 

Sale price US$ 250.000 or best offer. 

Free trasportation for viewing call 594-9333 / 562-9709 



CONDOIVIUNIUIVIS FOR SALE 


Austrian church's 837 
abuse complaints 

A PANEL set up by Austria’s 
Roman Catholic Church to help 
people abused by clergy or 
church officials says it has 
recorded complaints from 837 
alleged victims over the past 
year. 

The panel, headed by former 
governor Waltraud Klasnic, says 
627 men and 210 women issued 

complaints, and 253 cases have been dealt with. It added yesterday that it 
did not have jurisdiction over an additional 72 complaints it had received. 

The panel of laypeople close to the church was set up last year in the 
wake of a series of revelations detailing alleged sexual and physical 
abuse of minors and young adults by Roman Catholic Church employees 
in Europe and elsewhere. 



Doctor on duty 



SAN NICOLAS 


DIA 14 APRIL 

Dr. Westraten 


ORANJESTAD 


DIA 14 APRIL 

v - Dr.HorenaeecK 

Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Trupiaal N.V. Tel: 583-8560 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


San Lucas N.V Tel: 584-4830 


Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 582-1234 

Police 582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 584-5050 

Police station 584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 584-1606 

Valero Security 584-1720 

Services 


Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

Cruise Ship 

15 Caribbean Princess 
15Calebrity Millenium 


- " •.. 



Aruba Airport 

Tel:524-2424 

American AirlinesTel: 582-2700 

Avianca 

Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air 

Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue 

Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 

Tiara Air 

Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana 

Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 
Foundation Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^SCIENCE 


When lab machine snags hair 


Science student killed at Yale 


By JOHN 

CHRISTOFFER SEN 
Associated Press 
NEW HAVEN, Conn. - A Yale 
University student nearing 
graduation was killed inside 
a school lab when her hair 
was pulled into a piece of 
machine-shop equipment, an 
official said Wednesday. 
Michele Dufault, a senior 
majoring in astronomy, died 
Tuesday night “in what ap¬ 
pears to have been a terrible 
accident involving a piece of 
equipment,” school officials 
said. The school said the ac¬ 
cident took place inside a 
chemistry lab machine shop 
but didn’t say what the equip¬ 
ment was. 

“By all reports, Michele was 
an exceptional young woman, 
an outstanding student and 
young scientist, a dear friend 
and a vibrant member of this 
community,” Yale Vice Presi¬ 


dent Linda Lorimer wrote in a 
message to Yale students and 
faculty. “We will find ways in 
the next day to gather to cel¬ 
ebrate her life and grieve her 
loss.” 

In a Facebook profile picture, 
Dufault is shown with long 
brown hair that fell below 
her shoulders. She died from 
accidental asphyxia by neck 
compression, according to the 
Connecticut medical exam¬ 
iner’s office. 

The university told the U.S. 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration that 
Dufault was operating the 
machinery for a senior proj¬ 
ect when she was killed, ac¬ 
cording to Kang Yi, an assis¬ 
tant area director for OSH A 
in Bridgeport, Conn. New 
Haven authorities received 
a 911 call about the accident 
at around 2:30 a.m., police 
spokesman Joe Avery said. 




Beautiful Latin Girls 


jy 0/ie Wa/t/iy touting 

^ ^ Beautiful Latina Girls 

We do men, Women & 
Couples 24 hours straigth 
7 days a week. 

onehappyendingaruba.com 

Ooll. 5612598 
bdll. 5617819 


Michele Dufault. 

OSHA has opened an inspec¬ 
tion that will look into factors 
surrounding the accident and 
whether the lab complied with 
safety standards, said Ted 
Fitzgerald, an agency spokes¬ 
man in Boston. 

Dufault was from Scituate, 
Mass., and was graduating in 
a month, said her grandfather 
Robert Dufault. She studied 
constantly and loved sports, 
he said. 

“She was a living saint,” the 
grandfather said. “She was a 
good, smart girl.” 

An uncle called her brilliant. 
“She’s a wonderful, wonder¬ 
ful kid and that should be 
celebrated. There’s nothing 
but good things to say about 
her,” said Frederick Dufault, 
of Holliston, Mass. □ 


In Louisiana 


Search for tar, answers 
a year after BP oil spill 



Clean-up workers collect tar balls of oil along a stretch of oil-con¬ 
taminated beach in Grand Isle, Louisiana in 2010. 


By Mira Oberman 

Associated Press 

GRAND ISLE, Louisiana - A 

year after the worst maritime 
oil spill in history sullied the 
US Gulf Coast, men armed 
with shovels and a big yellow 
excavator are still digging up 
the sandy beach of Grand Isle, 
Louisiana in search of sticky 
tar balls. 

“We’d like to tell people it’s 
over, but the oil will still wash 
up every time it storms,” said 
Jay LaFont, Grand Isle’s dep¬ 
uty mayor. 

People here are used to deal¬ 
ing with disasters. They’ve 
had to rebuild from four ma¬ 
jor hurricanes Katrina, Rita, 
Ike and Gustav in the past five 
years alone. 

Those disasters had a clear 


PURE & SENSUAL 


MASSAGE FANTASY 


LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILE IN ARUBA 


mm mm 


MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICES 


• Service 24 hours 

• Special Massage Fantasy 

• Out call & in call service 

• Private Sailing Trips 


• Beautiful Girls 

• Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• And much more 


I The 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 

CALL: 561-5515 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 



5 ( 5-9535 


SERVING MEN • WOMEN • COUPLE 
24 HOURS SERVICE 

DELIVERY & PICK-UP 

pleasureinaruba@hotmail.com 


First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 

IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 


Yap Yum 1 





start and end. 

BP’s runaway well which 
blew on April 20 and spewed 
206 million gallons of oil into 
the Gulf of Mexico before it 
was finally capped 76 days 
later continues to threaten 
their way of life. 

Because nobody knows what 
the long-term impacts will be. 
While favorable currents and 
a massive response kept the 
bulk of the oil from reach¬ 
ing shore, plenty got trapped 
in the tidal zone and keeps 
washing up in sandy clumps. 
Grand Isle was among the 
hardest hit areas, but crews 
are still actively cleaning 235 
miles of coastline and plan 
to return to around 300 more 
miles once tourism and nest¬ 
ing season is over. 

The occasional tar ball 
shouldn’t be enough to keep 
the tourists away, but people 
in Gulf Coast beach towns 
like this one are worried that 
last year’s bad headlines will. 
Even more frightening is 
what will happen to the fish, 
shrimp and crabs swimming 
through the oil and chemical 
dispersants still floating in 
Gulf waters and clogging the 
nearby marshes which act as 
nurseries.□ 


Massage Service 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum 


We service Men, 
Women & Couples 


arubaesc orts@h otmail.c or 

24 Hours Straight Service • We Guarantee 

7 Days a Week ANYTIME • Quality, Service & Reliability 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yam Yum » Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum 
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Presidents de Brasil atestigua firms de acuerdos con China 



La presidenta de Brasil, Dilma Rousseff, a la izquierda, conversa con el Primer Ministro de China, 
Wen Jiabao en Beijing, martes 12 de abril de 2011. (AP Photo/Minoru Iwasaki, Pool) 


CHINA (AP) - La presidenta 
de Brasil, Dilma Rousseff, 
atestiguo el martes la flrma 
de una serie de acuerdos co- 
merciales durante una visita 
de Estado a Beijing en la cual 
buscaba mejorar las condicio- 
nes con su socio comercial mas 
importante. Es el primer viaje 
a China de la sucesora de Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, quien se 
ha mostrado mas sensible que 
su antecesor a los problemas 
de las companias brasilenas 
que temen perder posiciones 


frente a la competencia china. 
Para allanarle el camino a 
Rousseff, la fabrica de aviones 
brasilena Embraer anuncio el 
martes la venta de 30 jets de 
pasajeros de su modelo 190 a 
aerolineas chinas, un gran ne- 
gocio para la compania en un 
mercado altamente competi¬ 
tive. Hebei Airlines, creada 
hace un ano, acordo comprar 
10 aviones para 99 pasajeros, 
en tanto CDB Leasing Co. 
encargo 10 para la empresa 
China Southern y firmo una 


carta de intencion para ad- 
quirir otros 10, dijo Embraer. 
Sumado a un pedido anterior 
de 10 Embraer 190, el nuevo 
contrato eleva el valor total de 
las compras de CDB Leasing a 
1.250 millones de dolares, dijo 
Embraer. No se aclaro cuanto 
pagara Hebei Airlines. 

En una reunion el martes por 
la tarde con el presidente chino 
Hu Jintao, Rousseff destaco la 
importancia de los lazos bi- 
laterales entre las regiones su- 
damericana y asiatica oriental. 


“Creo que la oportunidad que 
presenta mi viaje a China es 
muy buena porque ayuda al 
desarrollo de nuestros dos 
paises, demostrando la im¬ 
portancia de nuestro dialogo 
bilateral”, dijo Rousseff en 
el Gran Salon del Pueblo, la 
sede del parlamento en el cen¬ 
tra de Beijing. Hu califico a 
Rousseff de “buena amiga” 
del pueblo chino y dijo que 
su visita da “nueva vitalidad y 
hace un nuevo aporte al desar¬ 
rollo de los lazos entre China 
y Brasil”. A la reunion siguio 
una ceremonia de flrma de una 
serie de acuerdos comerciales 
y de cooperacion en las areas 
de alta tecnologia, educacion, 
aviacion y agricultura, infor- 
mo la agencia noticiosa oficial 
Xinhua. Uno de los acuerdos 
anunciados es un centra con- 
junto de investigacion y de¬ 
sarrollo de nanotecnologia y 
planes de cooperacion en tec¬ 
nologia del bambu y recursos 
hidricos. China es el principal 
socio comercial de Brasil y el 
volumen de comercio bilateral 
se ha multiplicado por 20 en 
los ultimos 10 anos. 

Brasil registro un superavit 
comercial con China de 5.000 
millones de dolares el ano 
pasado, pero este fue impulsa- 
do por la venta de mineral de 


hierro y otras materias primas, 
lo cual genera temores de que 
el sector industrial se quedara 
atras. Esos temores acentuan 
una division en Brasilia en¬ 
tre los que ven en China a un 
poderoso socio estrategico y 
los que la consideran un rival 
economico. Muchos en Brasil 
se han sumado a los criticos 
intemacionales que acusan a 
Beijing de subvaluar delib- 
eradamente su moneda para 
abaratar sus exportaciones. 
Durante los ocho anos de man¬ 
date de Lula, Brasil adopto 
una politica exterior agresiva 
e impulso los lazos entre los 
mercados emergentes, pero el 
gobierno de Rousseff parece 
dar mas peso a los sectores 
del gobierno que consideran 
a China, la segunda economia 
mundial, una amenaza a la in- 
dustria brasilena. El vocero de 
la cancilleria china Hong Lei 
minimizo los problemas bi- 
laterales, que califico de “tem¬ 
poraries y locales”. 

Rousseff encabeza una del- 
egacion de directivos de mu- 
chas de las companias mas 
grandes de Brasil en su viaje 
de seis dias, que incluye una 
reunion del BRIC —integra- 
do por Brasil, Rusia, India y 
China— en el balneario sure- 
no de Sanya. □ 


Encuesta: 

Ofrecer oportunidades a 
jovenes daria paz a Colombia 


COLOMBIA (AP) - La mayoria de los 
colombianos consultados en una encuesta 
estimaron que eliminando la pobreza y dandole 
oportunidades a los jovenes se puede conseguir 
la paz. 

“La gente no sabe que hacer en concreto 
para construir la paz y defender los derechos 
humanos”, indico el miercoles Carlos 
Lemoine, presidente de la encuestadora Centro 
Nacional de Consultoria, en la presentacion 
a la prensa del estudio encargado por un 
grapo de organizaciones no gubemamentales. 
La mayoria ve “el conflicto como algo no 
soluble”, agrego. Sin embargo, creen que 
la paz es un objetivo que “se constraye con 
medidas estracturales” como acabar la pobreza 
y ofreciendo oportunidades de trabajo y estudio 
a los jovenes. 1 sondeo fue realizado entre 610 
personas via telefonica del 11 al 22 de marzo 
en siete ciudades del pais. Tiene un margen de 
error de 4 puntos porcentuales. 


Al ser consultados sobre que hacian en concreto 
en favor de la paz, 82% respondio que “no 
hace nada concreto, pero sigue las noticias”, 
16% indico que si hacia algo concreto y 2% 
respondio que “no me interesa”. 

Y cuando se les pidio dar tres de las principals 
acciones que Colombia deberia seguir para 
construir la paz, un 51% menciono ofrecer 
oportunidades a los jovenes para evitar ser 
reclutados, seguido de 40% que menciono 
“respetar los derechos humanos y evitar sus 
violaciones”. 

El resto de porcentajes se distribuyo en otras 
opciones como “eliminar la pobreza”. Diana 
Sanchez, del no gubemamental Programa 
Somos Defensores y uno de los que encargo 
el estudio, destaco la percepcion favorable que 
tuvieron los encuestados sobre los defensores 
de derechos humanos y las organizaciones no 
gubemamentales. □ 


Argentina y Brasil conperaran 
en avion militar de carga 

ARGENTINA (AP) - Argentina participara de la fabricacion 
del avion militar de carga KC-390, de la brasilena Embraer, 
con el aporte de una serie de piezas de la aeronave. 

Los ministros de Defensa Arturo Antonio Puricelli, de 
Argentina, y Nelson Jobim, de Brasil, participaron de la firma 
del acuerdo de asociacion para la fabricacion del avion que 
debe estar disponible comercialmente a partir 2018, cuando 
se vence la vida util de los Hercules C-130, principal aeronave 
de carga militar en uso en el mundo. 

Segun el acuerdo, la Fabrica Argentina de Aviones Brigadeiro 
San Martin (FAdeA) aportara los llamados “spoilers” del 
KC-390, es decir, las superficies moviles de control y soporte 
de las alas. 

La empresa argentina tambien fabricara las compuertas del 
tren de aterrizaje, la puerta de la rampa, el cono trasero y un 
armario electronico, segun el acuerdo firmado entre FAdeA 
y Embraer. 

“La participacion de FAdeA en el programa KC-390 fortalece 
la cooperacion entre las bases tecnologicas e industrials 
de defensa de ambos paises”, comento Luiz Carlos Aguiar, 
presidente de Embraer Defensa y Seguridad, unidad de la 
empresa brasilena dedicada a aeronaves castrenses.Q 













Thursday, April 14, 





iFfshes & More 

" The Restaura^r ' 


your choice ketweerv: 

AAIX SALAD / CEASAR SALAD 
OR ONIONSOUP 


ENTREES 

your choice tetween: 

CATCN OF THE DAY 

C b different cathes every da.yfff) 

FILET MGNON 

^Grilled to perfection) 

CHIOfENBREASt / FEttOCIN! 
ALFREDO 

DESSERT 

HOT CHOCOi-AT SUNDAY 


EVERY DAY 4 pm - 6.30 pm AND TUESDAY ALL NIGHT LONG 

For reservations coll +297 586-3659 


international 

CUISINE 


DAII 

LIV 

MUS 


ARAWAK GARDEN, PALM BEACH I OPEN FROM 4PM TILL 10:45PM, 7 DAY S A WEEK 
TEL: +297 586-3659 I WWW.FISHESANDMORE.COM 












